Term 1 Week 1 Newsletter
Kia ora e te whānau and welcome to Week 1.
Principal’s Welcome: Happy New Year and a warm welcome to Morrinsville Intermediate
School for 2022. A special welcome to the Year 7 students, and your families, and our returning
Year 8 students. Our current roll is 323.
You will all be well aware that we are now entering our third year of navigating the challenges of the Covid-19
pandemic; we are currently in the RED traffic light setting. Outlined below is a summary of our covid-protection
framework. I thank you in anticipation of your continued support to help ensure the health, safety and wellbeing of
all our students, staff and wider community. Collectively, as in the past, I am confident we will get through this.
It’s my pleasure to welcome Mr Shane Day, Mr Chris Gore, Mrs Penni Houghton and Mrs Amanda Montero
(returning part time after maternity leave) who are all excited to be joining our teaching team this year. All our
staff look forward to working with you in partnership to ensure your child/ren have an enjoyable and rich learning
experience whilst at Morrinsville Intermediate School.
At MIS our aim is to ensure all students reach their personal potential while being provided with an extensive
range of rich and relevant learning opportunities that best meet the needs of emerging adolescents. “Kia U Ki Te
Pai – Whatever you do, let it be your best” is our school motto and the choices your child/ren make will be
guided by this.
Intermediate Schools are unique in that they promote learning opportunities specifically designed for
Year 7 and Year 8 students. This is to ensure students’ social, emotional, academic and physical needs are met.
However, this will only happen if students are prepared to get involved in the opportunities made available to them.
So my challenge to all students is to settle in quickly, learn the routines of the school, join the many different sports
teams, groups or competitions on offer as you never know what doors this may open. By giving something new a
go, you may be inspired and challenged to take new learning further.
As principal, this is my seventh year here and I continue to be passionate about, and very proud, of our school and
the learning journey we are on. We have a wonderful staff who work hard to develop positive learning partnerships
with students; I strongly believe that the partnership is strengthened when students, parents and teachers work
together.
A large part of this includes ensuring positive relationships are forged. Supporting your child in his/her learning not
only shows your child you care, it also gives them confidence in knowing that they are on the learning journey
together.
To best support your child and their time at our school please take the time to read our fortnightly newsletter
(available via email, our website, Facebook page and our Skool Loop App.) as this will keep you abreast of what is
going on at school. Talk to your child about what their learning focus has been at school and support them with
their home learning (homework).
Please visit our school website: www.mi.school.nz as this will help keep you informed of upcoming events, key dates
and other important information about our school. Also ‘Like’ our school Facebook page to see what we get up to
and download the free Skool Loop App.

In consultation with local Kaumatua, it has been decided to postpone our school powhiri until the Orange traffic
light setting.
In summary, the teaching staff and I look forward to working closely with you throughout the year to ensure your
child is happy and well supported to reach their personal learning potential.
Kind regards
Jenny Clark (Principal)
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Out and About - Day 1 photos

Staff First Aid course last Friday

PICNIC EVENING: unfortunately due to Covid-19 Red Light settings, the Ministry of Education have asked that any
non-essential events bringing large numbers of people on site in schools, are not to proceed. The picnic evening and
subsequent ‘Meet the Teacher’, music information evening, and MI Mates meeting is cancelled.

MIS Covid-19 Red Traffic Light Setting Response Plan: Evidence to date suggests Omicron is more transmissible,
whilst more mild, but not a mild illness. Individuals tend to be infectious sooner after exposure, hospitalisation rates are
lower and fewer patients had severe disease when compared with Delta.
As principal, leading a response to the pandemic in a state school must be based on direction from the experts in the
field; the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Education. My leadership responsibility is to enact required procedures
and mandates in collaboration with staff and key stakeholders (parents/caregivers). This is a shared responsibility as we
endeavour to protect each and every one of us from contracting, or spreading, the virus. This is a complex and
complicated process but I am confident with everyone’s support we will work collectively for the benefit and safety of all.
The following is a summary of our Covid-19 Protection Framework Response Plan, compiled from a range of sources
including the Secretary of Education’s Bulletins, Ministry of Health, and online meetings with principals and the local
Ministry of Education office:
Wearing of Masks:
The wearing of masks in schools is mandatory for all students in Y. 4+; that means all students attending MIS are
required to wear a mask when indoors or in close contact with others.
There is strong evidence that the correct use of masks decreases the risk of Omicron transmission, and that some
types of masks are more effective than others in decreasing risk. The Government has therefore strengthened the
requirements and recommendations for use of masks.
“When masks are worn they must be the type that attaches to the head either through an
ear loop or a head loop. Bandanas, scarves or t-shirts pulled up over the mouth and nose are
no longer acceptable to be used in the settings which require masks to be worn.” (MOE,
27th January 2022)

Exemptions: there may be exemptions for wearing a face mask for children or staff who are: deaf or hard of hearing, or
if the person has a physical/mental health need that makes wearing a face covering unsuitable for learning.
Any exemption needs to be provided to Jenny Clark, principal, who will on-communicate this to the classroom teacher.
The reason will remain confidential between the parent and principal.
ALL students travelling on school buses are required to wear a mask.
Mask enforcement and ‘policing’ is not the job of school staff. However, our role is to remind, encourage, support and
educate students about the importance of wearing masks for people’s health and safety, including theirs and yours.
Nobody particularly enjoys wearing a mask, but we are doing it for the common good; minimising risk of contracting,
or spreading the virus. We have some very vulnerable students and staff members with underlying conditions which
put them at higher risk. We are doing everything in our power to protect these people and to keep this disease
minimised in our community; wearing masks is part of that. I therefore ask that you support us as a school community
to help out by ensuring your child/ren wear a mask while at school as is required and thank you in anticipation.
Physical Distancing and Bubbles:
During the school day we will be operating in groups/bubbles to help reduce the interaction between large numbers of
students to avoid the potential spread of the virus. This will help with contact and tracing processes in the eventuality
a case is detected in our school. Students, in their teams, will be allocated eating/play areas within the school which
will be rotated on a weekly basis.
Indoors, people are encouraged to stay beyond 1m of others wherever practicable, and outside, 2m (if without a
mask).
When students arrive at school they are asked to go straight to their classrooms to sanitise and check in with their
teachers, and then remain in their classroom/allocated outdoor area (team space). This is for ease of tracing in the
eventuality we need to identify close contacts.
Hygiene Practices:
One of the best ways to mitigate, or slow the spread of the virus is to observe rigorous hygiene practices including:
- Sanitising on entry/exit to school
- Avoiding close contact with others: hugs, hand shakes or high fives are discouraged
- Hand washing with soap for 20 seconds, and drying, prior to eating and after play
- Coughing/sneezing into tissues/elbows
- High-use areas must be cleaned and disinfected daily
- Students/staff who are sick should stay home until 24 hours free of symptoms
- Providing own water bottle
- Well ventilated classrooms
- Learning outside wherever practicable
Events and Activities:
Decisions relating to events or activities are determined on a case by case basis using a flow chart from the Ministry.
Until further notice inter-school events or activities will not take place under the Red light settings.
Parents/Visitors on Site:
Non-essential people will not be permitted on site. If there is an urgent need to be on site, please contact us in
advance and observe the relevant protocols i.e. scan/sign in, wear a mask and physically distance.
Learning:
All teaching staff will be establishing a Google Classroom enabling learning to continue from home, electronically.
However, this does not mean that teachers will be interacting daily with students who may be isolating due to being
sick or in isolation; I am sure you will appreciate teachers’ priority to address face-to-face learning while building in
opportunities to touch base with home-based learners. Teachers will be asked to schedule a Google Meet with online
learners throughout the week to check in with them about their learning and also support connections between home
and school.
Distance Learning Support is also provided by the MInistry of Education - please visit this link for resources and
information for parents.

Disruption to school transport services:
The Omicron variant of Covid-19 is likely to have a significant impact on our communities over the coming months. One
of the groups that will be affected is our school transport drivers. It is highly likely that some school transport services will
need to be cancelled at very short notice due to drivers being unavailable (either by having contracted Covid-19 or by
being a close contact of a Covid-19 positive person) and it is unlikely that there will be replacement drivers readily
available. If this happens we will inform you as soon as possible so you can make alternative arrangements.
Covid-19 Vaccination Register:
While it is no longer mandated to keep a school register of vaccination information it is very helpful to us as a school to
have this information to support any potential contact and tracing in the event that we have a case of Covid-19 in our
school. Thank you to those of you who have already provided evidence. Our register requires both DATES of vaccination
and the booster, so the Vaccine Pass is not suitable evidence for this purpose. Please visit the Ministry of Health, My
Covid Record (mycovidrecord.health.nz) to access the required information. Any questions please ask.
Parent / Caregiver Contact details:
A reminder of the importance of keeping our office informed of any changes to your contact information including
parent / caregiver email addresses, contact phone numbers and addresses. Bulk email is the quickest and easiest way for
us to communicate with families. Please email office@mi.school.nz if you need to update your records, you can also
advise us of any changes via our quick links tab on our school website www.mi.school.nz or give us a call on 07 889 6629.

General School Information:
Contacting teachers: If parents have any matters to discuss, your first point of contact is with the classroom teacher.
Please email the teacher directly or send a brief written note with your child. Staff emails can be found on our website
www.mi.school.nz. The teacher can then make contact with you.
P.E. Uniform: All students are required to bring their P.E. gear daily. If your child is unable to participate in P.E. for any
medical reason, parents need to send a signed note or email of explanation to the classroom teacher. Please encourage
full participation whenever possible.
Sun-Smart Policy: All students will be issued with a school sun hat during Terms 1 and 4. These hats are school property
and are to remain at school at all times. Students are encouraged to apply sunscreen at home and reapply this as
needed. A $10 Hat Fee is included with the school fees which will be invoiced early in Term One.
BYOD: Students are encouraged to bring their own learning device to school BYOD (excluding phones & i-pods) if they
have signed the Cyber Safety and Responsible Use of ICT Devices Agreement. This needs to be read thoroughly and
signed by parents / caregivers as well. When student’s devices are not being used they are kept in a locked cupboard in
the classroom.
Mobile phones in school: Phones at school are discouraged. However, if parents would like their child to bring a cell
phone to school the ‘policy for use of mobile phones in school’ must be read, signed and returned to school
acknowledging you understand, and will comply with, the policy for mobile phones at school. All phones must be handed
in to the classroom teacher on arrival to school in the morning. They are then sent over to the office for safe-keeping
during the day. Any phones brought to school without consent will be confiscated and returned to parents.
Skool Loop App: We have a ‘Skool Loop’ App which parents can download from the App Store, select our school to
receive notices, view the school calendar etc. Skool Loop can also be used to advise us of a student absence.
School Newsletter: An electronic newsletter will be distributed online via Facebook, Skool Loop and on our school
website every second Thursday (starting in Week 3). This will contain school news, upcoming events and information
including BOT meeting dates. If you would prefer a hard copy of the newsletter, students can collect one from the office.

Absentees & Office Info:
The school office is open each day from 8.00am to 4.00pm. If your child is going to be late or absent, please phone the
office before 8.50am, advise us via our website or via Skool Loop. It is important for students to arrive at school on time
to ensure they are ready for learning prior to the bell.
Students who need to leave school for any reason during the day eg: for a dentist appointment must be collected from
school and signed out. We are asking parents to contact the office in advance and we will arrange for your child to meet
you in the car park.
School Fees and Donations:
Our BOT have opted into the School Donations Scheme for 2022 which is available to schools in Decile 1-7 to help cover
costs historically incurred by families. However, there are some things that will still require payment by parents e.g.
take-home components from technology, as well as sports trips, out-of-hours music tuition, and overnight camps (which
are all voluntary extra-curricular activities.
School Canteen:
The canteen is open for students at morning tea and lunchtime. The price list will be displayed on the Student Notice
Board.
MI Mates Fundraising Committee:
Parents / caregivers are invited to come along to our MI Mates meetings which are held monthly in the staffroom at
5.30pm. Meeting dates will be advertised online, please keep an eye on our Facebook page. All welcome!
Accord Teacher-Only Days for 2022 as per the Collective Agreement negotiations:
● Thursday 14th April (Day before Easter)
● Friday 3rd June
School Buses & Road Safety:
All students who travel by bus have had a bus meeting at school today to be allocated their bus number and roll for
pick-up from school in the afternoons. If you have any queries regarding bus times please contact the bus company;
either Greenline Motors on 889 7758 or Tavener Buses on 09 235 1007.
The designated place for children crossing the road is the crossing on Elizabeth Ave. Parents are to drop their children off
and pick them up from Elizabeth Ave (known as the ‘Top Gate’). Student safety is paramount. Please do not pull into the
bus bay or park in the staff car park for drop offs and pickups. Thanks for your support.

2022 School Term Dates:
Term One:
Tuesday 1st February to Thursday 14th April (TOD 14th April)
Term Two:
Monday 2nd May to Friday 8th July (TOD Friday 3rd June)
Term Three:
Monday 25th July to Friday 30th September
Term Four:
Monday 17th October to Wednesday 14th December
School Bell Times:
Block One
8.50am to 10.40am
Block Two
11.00am to 12.30pm
Block Three 1.30pm to 3.00pm

