Term 1 Week 5 Newsletter
Kia ora e te whānau and welcome to Week 5.
What a rollercoaster we are currently experiencing; one in the name of Omicron!
This week we have unsurprisingly had a number of new positive cases/household close contacts.
I assure you we are continuing to work hard to ensure everyone’s health and safety with the
things that are within our control (physical distancing, mask wearing, ventilation, hygiene) in this
fluid and ever-evolving climate. School continues to operate as normal as possible and we look
forward to seeing our tamariki at school when asymptomatic.
As principal I am required to report positive cases to the MInistry of Education, so I want to say thank you to
parents/caregivers who are keeping us informed.
On behalf of the staff, I want to wish you all the best as we continue to navigate this ‘wave’ together; hopefully it
will pass as quickly as it has come. My fingers are crossed!
Despite what’s going on with covid, our students appear to be very settled, enjoying their learning and getting
involved in all that MIS has to offer. Well done to our swimmers, newly elected Student Executives and to those
students getting involved in our IT sports competition.
Kind regards
Jenny Clark (Principal)
Board of Trustees:
Tēnā koutou e te whānau
Ngā mihi o te wā Whiro mai te maramataka Maori
Greetings and warm wishes to you all
The beginning of the 2022 school year has bought more uncertainty and a continuous stream
of daily bulletins from the Ministry and government agencies.
Parents and whānau can be assured that under the leadership of our Principal Mrs Jenny Clark, these challenges
and uncertainties are being closely monitored, prepared for and acted upon in order to keep the health, safety and
well-being of our school, staff and students paramount.
The Board of Trustees would like to say thank you to the full MIS staff for their commitment and patience as we
navigate the day to day changes and also acknowledge our parents, caregivers and whānau for their ongoing
support.
Kia haumaru te noho, Stay safe.
Mrs Teresa Higham
Presiding Member
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Page 1 Photo: 
Madison Tierney and Haylin Bean competed at the North Island inter school dressage comp recently. Both girls rode
lovely tests and achieved good percentages with Madison placing 4th in one of her tests. Well done girls.
This event was organised directly by families and was not an equestrian event organised by our school.
2022 Student Executives:
Congratulations to our 2022 Student Executives who were elected last Friday; excellent speeches were delivered by
every one of the 13 finalists and they can all be proud of themselves:
- Amy Bryant
- Camryn Bootten
- Tristan Townsend
- Samantha Leigh
- Tawhana Hohipa
- Delta Downing
I am confident the Student Executives will lead with integrity and represent their peers, and Morrinsville
Intermediate School with pride.
Rangatiratanga Award (doing the best for yourself):
During Friday Assembly one student per class is acknowledged for demonstrating Rangatiratanga, specifically one of
Key Competency indicators. Last week the focus was responsibility.
Congratulations to the following students from Week 3: Swayze Rm 1, Ella-Rose Rm 2, Bronzin Rm 3, Trelise Rm 4,
Renae Rm 5, Leon Rm 6, Camryn Rm 7, Tyler Rm 8, Alya Rm 9, Lucia Rm 10, Christina Rm 11.
Congratulations to the following students from Week 4: Shayden Rm 1, Sophie Rm 2, Megan Rm 3, Riley Rm 4,
Anessa Rm 5, Jaya Rm 6, Amara Rm 7, Megan Rm 8, Sopie Rm 9, Olivia Rm 10, Nacorsha-Lee Rm 11.
Food Technology: Will Rm 5, Music: Emily Rm 4, Hard Materials: Nickie Rm 6, Art: Cohen Rm 2.
Gold For Glory:
At each assembly one student is recognised for showing initiative, or doing something that demonstrates our school
vision, motto and values. This week’s recipient goes to Aurora R. 7 for being a fantastic help in the library, being
responsible and using her initiative to help Mrs Totton. Thank you Aurora, we really appreciate your help.
Staffing:
It is with huge appreciation and thanks, but sadness, that we farewell Mrs
Michelle Meale tomorrow. Michelle has worked at MIS for ten years as a Learning
Assistant and Canteen Manager. She has contributed in many diverse ways beyond
these roles and we are certainly going to miss her.
We wish her all the very best in the future. A BIG thank you from all of us at MIS.

Student-Led Learning Conferences (SLCs) / Parent Teacher Conferences
Will take place on 30th - 31st March:
Working in partnership with family and whānau to support our students on their learning journey is very important
to us. We have SLCs, or parent teacher conferences, scheduled for Wednesday 30th March (1.00 p.m. - 7.00 p.m.)
and Thursday 31st March (3.30 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.) to share and discuss the progress your child has made so far.

Responses provided in community consultations in 2020/2021 indicated that not everyone found having their child
present during SLCs was helpful. Taking this on board, we want to give you the opportunity to decide the format
that best suits you and your child.
However, we do believe that when students share and reflect on their learning with you enriches communication
between all parties and encourages strong motivation for future learning by the child.
1. Face-to-face conferences in the classroom (with or without your child)
2. Video conference (Google Meet or Facetime)
3. Telephone call
Conference booking information will be coming out in the next newsletter, but we want you to keep these dates in
mind. Please note that school will close for normal classroom lessons at lunchtime on Wednesday 30th March;
students are able to go home with your signed permission, otherwise they will be supervised here by non-teaching
staff.
Phase 3 Red Light Setting Summary:
-

-

-

-

Please phone the principal/school to report any positive cases or household contacts.
Confirmed positive cases should isolate for 10 days, but can self-release after Day 10, providing that
testing requirements are met and that they and their entire household are asymptomatic.
Household contacts need to isolate for 10 days and are required to be RATs tested on Days 3 and 10.
If they develop symptoms, they are encouraged to test sooner (return to school on day 11 with a
negative test and asymptomatic)
All parents are expected to notify their son’s/daughter’s positive RATs result on My Covid Record or
call 0800222 478 as our school is no longer required to report positive cases to the Ministry of
Health.
Masks are the responsibility of students/family for the provision of these (please put some extras in
your child’s bag in case of losing/breaking) …. we have a very limited supply but they are one of our
most important forms of defence against Omicron.
Distance learning under a hybrid model can be accessed through your child’s Google Classroom.
There is also Maths Whizz available that your child can access; if you have internet difficulties please
also remember we have some hard copy learning packs available on request.

Please note:
“The Ministry of Health has confirmed that a household contact is someone who shares a house or flat with someone
who has tested positive for COVID-19 (a case) on a permanent or part-time basis (for example, shared custody) and has
spent at least one night or day (greater than eight hours) in that residence while the case was infectious.”
(MOE Bulletin, 1/03/2022)
If you are a household contact you must isolate for ten days, and be tested on Day 3 and Day 10 having a negative test,
and being asymptomatic before leaving isolation.
Any questions you have can be directed to HEALTHLINE: 0800 358 5453

Extension to COVID-19 hardship assistance for whānau:
The Government has extended the increased income limits for hardship assistance until Thursday 30 June.
This means more casual or part-time workers, or people who aren’t already getting financial support, will continue
to be eligible for help with their immediate or emergency costs. This is especially important for those who need
direct help as part of the COVID-19 welfare response.
Families will be asked some easy questions about their costs, then MSD will let them know about any Work and
Income payments they may be able to get.
For more information phone: 0800 559 009 for working age, 0800 552 002 for over-65s, 0800 88 99 00 for students.
Swimming Sports Results:
Well done to all students who took part in our school swimming sports last week. Due to Covid it looked a little
different this year, with each team travelling to the pools at separate times during the day. A massive thank you to
our amazing parent helpers for giving up your day to help us time-keep.
A big thank you to Vicky and Nigel Roger’s who continue to support us each year long after their children have left
the school by being our starter and judges.
Congratulations to the following place-getters:
50m Freestyle
1st place
2nd place
3rd place

Year 7 girls
Evee Pene
Lola Sheehan
Ella-Rose Conder

Year 7 boys
Max Cryer
Alex Pearce
Jack Wells

Year 8 girls
Amy Bryant
Hayley Thompson
Charlize Bell

Year 8 boys
Corey Sherwood
Leon Gilroy
Kfir Rahin

100m Freestyle
1st place
2nd place
3rd place

Year 7 girls
Ella-Rose Conder
Olivia Waite
Lola Sheehan

Year 7 boys
Max Cryer
Charlie Hadj-Blaha
Harley Dixon

Year 8 girls
Amy Bryant
Charlize Bell
Delta Downing

Year 8 boys
Corey Sherwood
Kfir Rayhin
Dylan James

50m Backstroke
1st place
2nd place
3rd place

Year 7 girls
Olivia Waite
Ella-Rose Conder
Sophie Comer

Year 7 boys
Max Cryer
Neko Ridling
Jayden Stokes

Year 8 girls
Hayley Thompson
Amy Bryant
Charlize Bell

Year 8 boys
Corey Sherwood
Kfir Rayhin
Cody Morris

50m Breaststroke
1st place
2nd place
3rd place

Year 7 girls
Lola Sheehan
Faith Whittaker
Haylin Bean

Year 7 boys
Max Cryer
Moss Bishop
Jayden Stokes

Year 8 girls
Amy Bryant
Charlize Bell
Camryn Bootten

Year 8 boys
Kfir Rayhin
Corey Sherwood
Archer Herbert

50m Butterfly
1st place
2nd place
3rd place

Year 7 girls
Olivia Waite
Lola Sheehan
Lucia Langley

Year 7 boys
Max Cryer

Year 8 girls
Amy Bryant
Charlize Bell
Georgia Mills

Year 8 boys

200m Medley
1st place
2nd place
3rd place

Year 7 girls
Olivia Waite
Lola Sheehan
Ella-Rose Conder

Year 7 boys
Max Cryer
Moss Bishop
Jayden Stokes

Year 8 girls
Amy Bryant
Charlize Bell
Camryn Bootten

Year 8 boys
Kfir Rayhin
Corey Sherwood
Archer Herbert

Girls and Boys Overall Swimming Champions:
Congratulations to Amy Bryant and Max Cryer. See our school Facebook page for more photos.

Inter-Team Cricket:
The boys cricket inter-team competition is going really well … lots of fun as well as healthy competition resulting in
some impressive skills developing.
Below is a photo of Team Aranui v Team Tainui (played Monday 28th February). Well done to Team Aranui who were
the victors.
Today the victorious Aotea student team played the teachers. Played in great team spirit, the teachers emerged the
winners by 60 runs (104 v 44).
Next week the girls competition begins. Good luck!

Digital Technology and Cyber-Safety Agreement - all students have been issued a copy to be signed (both student
and caregiver) and returned to school by 11th March:
Over the past few weeks, as part of establishing a positive culture for learning, the students have been exploring
what it means to be a responsible citizen, not just in the real world but also in the digital world; a space where our
pre-teens are spending an increasing amount of f time in, unlike our own childhood. It is vital they understand how
to keep themselves safe online, and for you to also have an understanding of how to support them. Given the
increasing issues emerging involving social media, your involvement and understanding is vital.
It would be appreciated if you could read and discuss this agreement with your child, sign it as required, and return
it to school. Don’t forget, we also have caregiver support via our Linewize Cybersafety Parent Portal - free of charge
to you all. Access this via the link: https://mi.cybersafetyhub.nz/
We also have a community event coming up featuring John Parsons, expert in Nurturing Responsible Digital
Citizenship - pencil in your calendars now: Tuesday 12th April, 7pm-9pm.
Student Counselling/Mentoring:
At MIS we are fortunate to have the services of counselling/mentoring at our school. Over the second half of 2021
as well as this year, we have had Karleen Sutton-Dewhurst who has provided fantastic support to many of our
students and we have really appreciated the work she has done. Unfortunately Karleen’s time with us is coming to
an end and she will be finishing up at our school at the end of March.

It is fortunate that we have a new trainee counsellor joining us, Rhea Lynch, beginning on March 8th. She will
eventually be working up to 3 days a week in our school for 2022. Please see Rhea’s introductory blurb below. If you
are interested in accessing this support for your child, please get in touch with the school, or email
a.devane@mi.school.nz. For any child wishing to have sessions with Rhea, we will need to seek parent/caregiver
approval prior to any counselling taking place.

Policy Review:
Our school works with School Docs to create a website for our policies and procedures. This site is live and available
to our school community. Families are invited to visit this site anytime. Click on ‘current review’ to see the full 2022
Review Schedule. Our school works on a subscription basis with School Docs to maintain, update and review our
policies. School Docs provides us with a comprehensive set of policies which have been well researched and follows
the Ministry of Education National Administration Guidelines. The policies and procedures are tailored to our
school, and the school supplies specific information such as our School Charter, and procedures for behaviour
management, reporting to parents, etc.
To access this website please log onto www.mi.schooldocs.co.nz The user name is: mi and the password is mis:
Please note: Copyright: except where stated, the content on this site is the copyright of School Docs Ltd. It may not
be reproduced without written permission from School Docs Ltd.
Easter Raffle:
The Easter Raffle is one of our MI Mates fundraisers. Students/whānau are asked to
donate Easter goodies to put towards hampers; your child can take donations to the
school office any time from now on. Please note that donations are optional as we
understand the financial pressure this may add to families. The donations need to be
commercially packaged or produced e.g. easter eggs, chocolate bunnies, soft toys.
In Week 7 and 8 students will be given the opportunity to sell raffle tickets (optional).
To keep everyone safe we DO NOT encourage students door knocking on strangers’
homes - some homes may be in isolation. Therefore, we are suggesting students sell
tickets only to close family, friends or parents/caregivers workplaces.

Timeline:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Donations of Easter goodies from 4th March
Raffle tickets to be sold 14th - 25th March
All raffle tickets and money to be returned to the office by Friday 1st April
Raffle will be drawn Friday 8th April

Air Training Corp: YOU ARE INVITED!
Our local ATC Unit is holding a fun day to introduce teenagers of the Piako District to our
unique and exciting youth organisation. Recruitment is aimed at all teenagers aged between
13-15 years of age, with our cadets ranging in age from 13-19. While we understand you may
not be 13 years old yet, if you are over 12.5 years and are keen to join us please come and
have a chat to us.
We have activities, demonstrations, refreshments and giveaways for everyone who comes
along. Drop in and see us anytime between 1000hrs-1500hrs (10am-3pm) on Sunday 13th
March at 35-37 Lorne Street, Morrinsville. Please scan the attached QR Code for more
detail and to register your interest.
Upcoming Dates:
Wed 30th March
Thurs 31st March
Thursday 14th Ap

Student-led learning conferences 1.00 p.m. - 7.00 p.m.
Student-led learning conferences 3.30 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.
Community of Learning Teacher Only Day (school closed)

2022 School Term Dates:
Term One:
Tuesday 1st February to Thursday 14th April (TOD 14th April)
Term Two:
Monday 2nd May to Friday 8th July (TOD Friday 3rd June)
Term Three:
Monday 25th July to Friday 30th September
Term Four:
Monday 17th October to Wednesday 14th December
NB: we have one further teacher only day to be allocated. The Ministry of Education has extended the use of the
teacher only days granted as part of the teachers collective agreement, to the end of 2022. It is most likely we will
use our additional day in November, to support giving teachers time with assessment and reporting. We will
confirm the date with you with at least one term’s notice once it has been ratified by the school Board.

