Term 1 Week 7 Newsletter
Kia ora e te whānau and welcome to Week 7.
Despite all that we are juggling with Covid, I am pleased to share that our students have been
very settled and engaged in their learning. They are supporting each other well and using lovely
manners as a whole. In acknowledgement of their efforts to demonstrate Kia U Ki Te Pai Whatever they do let it be your best, I have rewarded them with a free mufti day tomorrow (see
further details below).
Over the past two weeks we have been experiencing fluctuating
attendance at school with our peak being 41% of our students
absent last Friday. At that point in time we had 31 students tested
positive with 48 household contacts. However, with the
amendment to the length of isolation reducing from ten days down
to seven, we have been happy to see the return of several students
this week.
I want to acknowledge everyone who has communicated regularly
with us, and also supported their child/ren with distance learning.
All teachers have established Google Classrooms where learning can
be accessed 24/7. Teachers are almost working in a hybrid model,
supporting students at both school and home. Currently, teachers are managing this well, and I thank them for their
diligence as it does require extra planning and preparation. Most teachers are inviting students to join in with the
classroom learning during the day and/or having
scheduled Google Meets. We don’t have a set
rule for this and give teachers autonomy to
decide what works best for their context.
Remember also, you can request a hard learning
pack for your child, through the office.
Mental health in a climate of Covid:
Students, and staffs’ wellbeing is extremely
important, particularly as we continue to
navigate uncertain times.
Attending to our individual and collective
mental health and wellbeing comes before
teaching and learning.
Teachers know that successful learning starts
when students are in a ‘ready to learn zone’.
Currently, and moving forward to a hopefully Post-Pandemic environment, we need to support our tamariki to find
that ‘ready to learn zone’. Working in partnership between home and school will help to make this happen.
As a school we work hard to support every child to be ready for learning, be it through breakfast club, or helping out
with a range of pastoral matters (this may include providing uniform or stationery items when required).
Deliberately teaching values and Key Competencies help enable our students to feel safe and secure at school. We
also have a youth mentor (Karleen Sutton) and a trainee counsellor (Rhea Lynch) who are available to chat with our
tamariki. Please also let us know if there are any matters pertaining to your child we need to be aware of so we can
support them; we are here to help.

Covid Information for parents:
The health sector has developed some excellent resources for parents on the KidsHealth website. Please check out
the links below https://www.kidshealth.org.nz/covid-19-caring-child-covid-19
https://www.kidshealth.org.nz/covid-19-why-wearing-masks-creating-airflow-helps
New content is being added regularly to COVID-19 | KidsHealth NZ
KidsHealth also covers a huge range of general child health topics that may be of interest to parents and help to
reduce anxiety in your community.
Because the covid landscape is constantly changing I have added the two infographics below to help you with
determining isolation days/times. As a school we are endeavouring to keep an up-to-date register of students’
covid-related absences and isolation dates. While we are not the Covid Police, we do encourage parents/whānau to
ensure the full seven day isolation period is completed before sending them back to school; this helps to keep
everyone safe as much as what is in our control. Thank you for your support.
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RATs for schools:
“Yesterday the Prime Minister announced that rapid antigen test kits (RAT kits) are being distributed to state and
state-integrated schools, kura, and early learning services to allow for the provision of RAT kits for children, young
people, and staff who are symptomatic at school, kura, or an early learning service,

This is a short-term measure to complement those already in place (including vaccination, face masks, sound
hygiene practices and ventilation) during the peak of Omicron in a region. Supply will be limited to four weeks.
The RAT kits being distributed through schools and kura will provide an additional point of access to testing. This
does not replace existing advice to stay home and seek advice about testing, or go home, if unwell.
A supply of RAT kits will be proactively distributed to all schools and kura as soon as possible to allow you to provide
kits that can be used for symptomatic staff, and that can be sent home with a child or young person if they develop
symptoms when at school. However, the PM said that priority will be given to early learning services, specialist
schools and special needs units plus staff at school hostels
Test kits should be offered to any child, young person or staff member present at your school or kura with COVID-19
symptoms. Staff members with symptoms can administer the test themselves. For children and young people we
expect that tests will usually be administered at home. We recommend that younger children with symptoms are
collected by a parent or caregiver and the test provided to the parent or caregiver to administer at home.”
(MOE, 16.03.2022)
NB: I CAN ASSURE YOU WE WILL NOT BE TESTING STUDENTS AT SCHOOL
Use of School Grounds: we were very saddened last week by the state in which our grounds were left after a
weekend of apparent partying. Staff had to remove a quantity of broken glass, empty alcohol bottles, soft drink
bottles, food wrappers etc. as well as moving picnic tables back to our lunch eating areas. While we don’t mind
people utilising our wonderful facilities (which we work hard to maintain), we were very disappointed by the
obvious lack of respect for our school, our tamariki and our staff. Leaving broken glass lying around is unacceptable!

I am also sorry for our immediate school neighbours who have been subjected to loud music blaring into the wee
hours. Please, if you wish to use our school grounds, which we take huge pride in, please show respect and
consideration at all times, and leave them in the condition you find them. Further to this, if you see it happening
please phone the Police, Noise Control (07 884 0060). We have asked for additional security to patrol our school
during the weekend and we are currently looking through our CCTV camera footage to identify the culprits. Fingers
crossed there won’t be a repeat of this moving forward. Thank you for your support in this matter.
Welcome Mrs Berendsen:
We would like to welcome Hayley Berendsen to the MIS Team. Hayley joined our staff last
Monday and has been employed as Canteen Manager and Learning Assistant. Hayley lives
locally, is a mum of three children who loves cooking and reading. She is excited to join our staff
and is keen to learn news skills and work alongside the students in Room 1.
Mufti Day:
There will be a school mufti day tomorrow (Friday 18th March) in appreciation of the
great integrity being shown by students, commitment to learning and manaakitanga
during tricky covid times.
Well done everyone and keep it up! No cost and the theme is ‘Happiness’ :)
Rangatiratanga Award (doing the best for yourself):
During Friday Assembly one student per class is acknowledged for demonstrating Rangatiratanga, specifically one of
Key Competency indicators. Last week the focus was Reflection.
Congratulations to the following students from Week 6: Dana Rm 1, Embah Rm 2, Keira Rm 3, Adam Rm 4, Juliana
Rm 5, Kasseus Rm 6, Amy Rm 7, Archer Rm 8, Max Rm 9, Leah Rm 10, Aurora Rm 11.

Gold For Glory:
At each assembly one, or sometimes more, student is recognised for showing initiative, or doing something that
demonstrates our school vision, motto and values. This week’s recipient goes to Dana, Amy and Malbika for being
very responsible device monitors. Thank you girls.
Student-Led Learning Conferences (SLCs) / Parent Teacher Conferences will take place on 30th - 31st March:
Working in partnership with family and whānau to support our students on their learning journey is very important
to us. We have SLCs, or parent teacher conferences, scheduled for Wednesday 30th March (1.00 p.m. - 7.00 p.m.)
and Thursday 31st March (3.30 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.) to share and discuss the progress your child has made so far.
In response to community consultations in 2020/2021 we want to give families the opportunity to decide the
format that best suits you and your child.
1. Face-to-face conferences in the classroom (with or without your child)
2. Video conference (Google Meet or Facetime)
3. Telephone call (during the designated 15 minute time slot)
To book your 15 minute slot please log onto www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and use the event code: ncmze.
Once you have logged in, you will be prompted to book a time for either a face-to-face conference, video
conference or phone call.
Please note that school will close for normal classroom lessons from lunchtime on Wednesday 30th March; students
brought home a notice and permission slip on Monday which needs to be completed, signed and returned to the
teacher to advise if your child has permission to return home at lunch time on Wednesday 30th or if you would like
them to be supervised at school until 3.00pm.
Easter Raffle:
The Easter Raffle is one of our MI Mates fundraisers. Students/whānau are asked to donate Easter
goodies to put towards hampers; your child can take donations to the school office any time from
now on. Thank you to those who have already donated.
Please note that donations are optional as we understand the financial pressure this may add to
families. The donations need to be commercially packaged or produced e.g. easter eggs,
chocolate bunnies, soft toys.
In Week 7 and 8 students will be given the opportunity to sell raffle tickets (optional).
To keep everyone safe we DO NOT encourage students door knocking on strangers’ homes - some homes may be in
isolation. Therefore, we are suggesting students sell tickets only to close family, friends or parents/caregivers
workplaces.
Timeline:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Donations of Easter goodies from 4th March
Raffle tickets to be sold 14th - 25th March
All raffle tickets and money to be returned to the office by Friday 1st April
Raffle will be drawn Friday 8th April

Itinerant Music Lesson Fees:
As you are aware, if your child is involved in music lessons, the Term One Fees are now due. Please ensure payment
is made by the third lesson, as per the signed agreement. The preferred method of payment is online via internet
banking. Please ensure your child’s name and ‘music fees’ is used as the reference.
Our school bank account details are as follows:
Morrinsville Intermediate School, ANZ Morrinsville, 06-0369-0928976-00

Upcoming Sporting Opportunities:
The best way to keep up-to-date with sports trials and registrations is to Like and Follow our school Facebook page
and view our daily Student Notices which are included in our ‘quick links’ on our school website www.mi.school.nz
School netball teams netball season is fast approaching, interested students can sign up for netball trials via the
google form which they can access through the Student Notices. We would also welcome help with coaching or
managing, if you would like more information please email Keryn Vette (Teacher in Charge) k.vette@mi.school.nz
Please note - coaches and managers must be fully vaccinated against Covid-19.
Junior Rugby registrations are now open through Morrinsville Sports Junior Rugby. Please register via their
Facebook page or email: ms.junior.rugby@gmail.com for more information.
Upcoming Dates:
Fri 18th March
Wed 30th March
Thurs 31st March
Thursday 14th Ap

Mufti Day (no cost)
Student-led learning conferences 1.00 p.m. - 7.00 p.m.
Student-led learning conferences 3.30 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.
Community of Learning Teacher Only Day (school closed)

2022 School Term Dates:
Term One:
Tuesday 1st February to Thursday 14th April (TOD 14th April)
Term Two:
Monday 2nd May to Friday 8th July (TOD Friday 3rd June)
Term Three:
Monday 25th July to Friday 30th September
Term Four:
Monday 17th October to Wednesday 14th December
NB: we have one further teacher only day to be allocated as a result of the Ministry extending the time period to
use these. With the Board, we will determine the date at our next meeting and inform you following that.

