Term 1 Week 11 Newsletter
Kia ora e te whānau. Welcome to Week 11 and the final day of school for Term One. We wish all our
school families a safe and happy Easter weekend and term break. School will reopen on Monday
2nd May. Term One has certainly been an interesting term with Omicron affecting normal school
operations in a range of ways.

Today at 1.00 p.m. Covid Response Minister Chris Hipkins announced that New Zealand would
move into Orange Light settings from 11.59 p.m. tonight (13th April). At the time of this
newsletter being emailed, I haven’t yet received information from the Ministry, so will share any confirmed changes
impacting on our school with you before school resumes in T. 2. Indications are that masks remain an important
protection against the virus and therefore they are strongly encouraged rather than mandated.
I hope everyone affected by the virus to-date have recovered well and that a degree of normality will be able to
occur in Term 2. In saying that, we need to continue to be extremely vigilant with our Health and Safety practices
moving forward, including:
- Wearing of masks indoors (strongly encouraged when physical distancing is not possible e.g.
classrooms/indoors; however, at this point in time under the new Orange settings this is not
mandated)
- Hygiene etiquette (washing/drying hands regularly, sanitising, coughing/sneezing into elbows)
- Regular disinfection of high use touch areas
- Physical distancing wherever practicable
- Staying home if unwell
Covid-19 Health and Safety Community Consultation: with the removal of the vaccination mandate for education
we have been reviewing our Covid-19 Protection Framework and Response Plan, which was emailed to you on 25th
March (you can also find it on our school website www.mi.school.nz under the Covid-19 Information tab on the
home page). I would invite you to give me feedback on the initiatives we have undertaken to keep your child/ren as
safe as practicable, from contracting or transmitting the virus. With the removal of the vaccination mandate for
education, and the reduction of regulations around mass gatherings, we need to further consider the mitigation
measures put in place to protect our most vulnerable; immunocompromised, unvaccinated people and those
without masks. I urge you to let me know if you have any concerns about your child/ren, and how we might further
strengthen our practices. As always, health and safety is of paramount importance for everyone at MIS.
A big thank you to you for your ongoing communication with us about your child’s absences, as well as for your
patience and understanding, as we have navigated the term with reduced staffing. I optimistically say I believe we
are past the peak of cases with only 20 students In isolation (either positive or household contacts). Student
attendance rates have been steadily improving and yesterday we had 86% of our students in attendance. We look
forward to having 100% students returning in Term 2.
Finally, I want to convey my appreciation to our teaching staff who have
operated a hybrid learning model enabling those in isolation to access
learning from home. In addition to this, our whole staff have readily
offered their services to help out where relevant and I can’t praise them
enough. We are so thankful to have such an amazing team at MIS, and I
wish them all a well-deserved, safe and relaxing holiday break.
Kind regards
Jenny Clark
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Merit Programme and Honours:
Our Merit Programme is offered to all students as a strategy to embed the school vision “Empowering Learners to
Succeed” by providing students with opportunities to participate in academic, sporting, cultural, and civics roles.
Students are able to earn merit points through progress, outstanding achievement, leadership roles and civics
duties. Students are also able to earn their honours award by achieving excellence in two areas, and a merit in a
third area. This may not be the goal for everyone, but I encourage ALL students to aim for achieving at least one
merit during their two years at MIS; Kia U Ki Te Pai - whatever you do let it be your best underpins this programme
and encourages students to aim to achieve their personal best.
Congratulations to Delta Downing; who is the first Honours recipient for 2022. Delta is one of our Student
Executives who has been working diligently since she enrolled as a Year 7 student last year, she was inspired by her
sister Anica who also achieved Honours in 2019. Delta is motivated to get involved in all that MIS has to offer and
has achieved Honours through: Academic Excellence, Civics Excellence and Cultural Merit (she is also one point off
achieving her Sports Merit). Delta has outstanding initiative and is a fantastic role model to her peers. Well done
Delta, we know that you have a bright future ahead of you.
Congratulations to Taylor Murdock; who is the second Honours recipient for 2022. Taylor is an outstanding role
model who demonstrates internal commitment and perseverance. Taylor is also motivated to get involved in all
that MIS has to offer and she has achieved Honours through: Sports Excellence, Cultural Excellence and Academic
Merit. Taylor epitomises our school vision as an empowered learner who strives for excellence. Well done Taylor,
your positive attitude and resilience will ensure that you too, will have a very bright future ahead of you.

Delta Downing - Honours Student and Taylor Murdock - Honours Student and Term One Kia U Ki Te Pai Recipient

Kia U Ki Te Pai Award for Term 1: Taylor Murdock
The Kia U Ki Te Pai Award is presented each term to a student who epitomises our school motto ‘Kia U Ki Te Pai’
‘Whatever you do, let it be your best’. This term’s recipient, Taylor Murdock, demonstrates this in absolutely
everything she does, which results in her being an outstanding role model to others. She strives for excellence, no
matter the challenge, and is achieving all-round results to be proud of.
Taylor is humble. She celebrates the achievements of others and supports her peers selflessly. Taylor is consistently
seeking to develop her leadership skills and has taken on many leadership responsibilities including Class Councillor,
Sports Councillor and Librarian. These roles have all been carried out reliably and responsibly. Taylor is a thoroughly
deserving recipient of this prestigious award for Term 1. Congratulations Taylor!
Rangatiratanga Awards (doing the best for yourself):
During Assembly one student per class is acknowledged for demonstrating Rangatiratanga, specifically one of Key
Competency indicators. The last few weeks our focus has been on Internal Commitment
Congratulations to the following students from Week 9: Maia-Jane Rm 1, Amber Rm 2, Max Rm 3, Alexus Rm 4,
Leighton Rm 5, Miley Rm 6, Liam Rm 7, Amelie Rm 8, Quinn Rm 9, Thomas Rm 10, Curtis Rm 11.
From Week 11: Rm 1 Caitlyn McKenzie, Rm 2 Carter Davison, Rm 3 Corbin Young, Rm 4 Mikayla Bill, Rm 5 Caitlyn
Crothers, Rm 6 Amy Timu, Rm 7 Zoe Hannah, Rm 8 Ashlee Gallagher, Rm 9 Fletcher Little, Rm 10 Scarlett Barrett,
Rm 11 Tayler Flutey
John Parsons: Internet Health and Wellbeing Presentation
On Tuesday our students had a fantastic opportunity to participate in an online hui learning about keeping
themselves safe in an online setting.
For our students, their online world is ‘as real’ as their physical world and as parents we have a responsibility to
ensure we navigate this world alongside them to ensure they are kept safe!
Top Tips
Social Media
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●

Make accounts completely private
Beware of online grooming
Oversharing - don’t give out information freely, or share images from areas such as bedroom or bathroom and
in pyjamas or underwear (don’t project vulnerability)
Invite others to be part of your online profile - ensure you have a parent included in your profile pic
Don’t impart personal information
Snapchat - release of inhibition so we get courageous ….. deleting does not delete from the internet, only
from the phone. Information does not go away and can be used as evidence at any time!
If mean behaviour from others happens, and then continues to happen, this is considered bullying, do not
engage back. Silence is the best treatment. Gather screenshots (evidence), then talk about this to a trusted
adult
We ALL make mistakes, learn the power of a genuine apology. It is liberating!
Trust your gut instinct - when things don’t feel right, they most likely aren’t

Gaming
●
●
●
●

Ensure you can see your child playing online games - doors open in bedrooms is a must!
Find out how to play the games they are playing
Games such as Fortnite and ‘5 Nights at Freddys’ have incredibly violent content
When we exercise, we release Dopamine which gives us pleasure. This same reward of dopamine is received
when playing games online - but results in sedentary behaviours

Importance of Sleep
● Sleep is fundamental to health and wellbeing (< 6 hours is 40% more risk of major diseases as lack of sleep
suppresses the immune system);
● Sleep deprivation has the same impact on the body as nicotine.
● Turning off devices no less than 90mins prior to bedtime, ensures the brain has the right time to relax itself in
preparation for sleep
● When sleep deprived we often crave sugar
● Sleep deprivation plus overuse of gaming leads to poor health and wellbeing

Student voice - John Parsons Responsible Digital Citizenship Zoom
On Tuesday MIS students listened to what John Parsons had to say about being a safe and responsible digital citizen.
We learnt so much, like not to click on links from unknown people, always turn tracking location OFF, not to enter
personal information into sites, not to take screenshots of hurtful and mean things plus not do things you could
regret, even a little joke could go the wrong way and hurt someone's feelings.
We even updated our vocabulary with the phrase ‘online grooming’ which means when someone you don’t know
gets to know you too well online. Mainly we learnt to always trust your gut feeling when something not right
happens when we are on the internet and to tell our parents or someone we can trust.
John Parsons gave us a challenge to research what the standard sleep time should be for our age and then record
how long we sleep for and try to improve. He said we should put away electronics 45 minutes before we go to bed.
We learnt so much about being a responsible digital citizen.
Jaeda (Room 10)
AIMS Games 2022 (3rd - 9th September)
This is an amazing opportunity for our elite athletes to participate at a national level against 11, 12 & 13 year olds as
an individual or a team against 350 schools in 23 different codes. Please visit www.nzaimsgames.co.nz for more
information.
While the last two AIMS Games have been forced to cancel, the AIMS Games are hoping to proceed in 2022 and so
we will plan accordingly. There will be a meeting about anyone wishing to attend the AIMS Games, at MIS in the
library on Monday 9th May at 5.30 p.m. Please complete the expression of interest form on our school Facebook
page. Anyone wishing to enter will need to be highly committed to training and/or be currently participating in club
activities. Entries will be at the discretion of the principal and teacher in charge of sport.
It would be up to parents / whānau to arrange transport (and / or accommodation) to and from events and be
willing to coach or manage. Some availability will exist within the school, where there is relevant expertise and
support from a limited number of teachers, to coach and/or manage athletes in particular codes. Costs associated
with participation at the Games are the full responsibility of parents/caregivers/whānau.
ANZAC Day Commemorations 2022
Today as part of our end of term assembly, we commemorated
ANZAC Day remembering our forebears who fought valiantly in World
War 1, at Gallipoli on 25th April 1915. Lest We Forget.
Howie Park ANZAC Day commemorations CANCELLED
After discussions with our local RSA’s we have made the difficult
decision not to proceed with ANZAC Day civic ceremonies at
Morrinsville, Te Aroha, Matamata and Walton.
It is with deep sadness we made this decision,” says Mayor Ash
Tanner. “Unfortunately we had to make the decision while Omicron
was at its peak. While restrictions on gathering sizes and vaccination
passes have recently changed, we are conscious that our returned
service members are amongst our most vulnerable and COVID-19 is
still present in our communities.” (MPDC, 04.04.2022)
Girls v Staff 6-aside Cricket
Final:
Congratulations to the Aotea
girls cricket team for winning the staff v students match …. despite some
amazing batting from the ladies, we couldn’t quite match it in the field and
succumbed to a 14 run defeat.
Well done girls and Mr Day (coach / team leader).
Staff absent from the photo: Penni Houghton, Baylee Baxter

Representative Netball:
Congratulations to the following students who have been selected for the Morrinsville U14 Rep. Netball Team:
Amy Bryant, Taylor Murdock and Samantha Leigh. Congratulations also to these students who were selected for the
Morrinsville U14 Development Team: Phoenix Signal, Georgia Mills, Chloe Wilson, Megan Mitchell and Peyton
Mark.
“We trialled against Year 9s and some Year 10’s. We will now represent Morrinsville in tournaments and on
Thursday nights. We had an hour and a half putting everything we could in the trials held last Sunday. It is so great
to see Morrinsville Intermediate students in the team”.
Winter Uniform:
During Terms Two and Three students are required to wear winter uniform. This requires a softshell jacket and / or
a regulation polar fleece and regulation black school shoes (no high tops or sandshoes). We recommend leather or
vinyl school shoes as they are more weather tight and longer-lasting than canvas shoes. Boys are required to wear
plain grey, knee high school socks and girls are required to wear either knee high navy socks or black stockings.
Please remember to clearly name all uniform items so they can be returned to their owner if left around the school.
All uniform items can be purchased through Harry’s in Thames Street, Morrinsville. In addition to the short-sleeved
polo shirt, a short-sleeved plain black or navy t-shirt / thermal may be worn underneath (not to be visible please).
Students can also purchase school beanies from the office for $10 which can be worn outside as part of the winter
uniform in Terms 2 & 3.
Examples of preferred winter school shoes:

Easter Raffle:
The Easter Raffle is one of our MI Mates fundraisers. Thank you to everybody who opted to
donate an Easter goodie and / or sell raffle tickets. In total $2,314.00 was raised.
Congratulations to the winners of our four Easter hampers: Stephanie, Kelly, Selena Hancock,
and Barbara.
Congratulations to the following students who won spot prizes for their fantastic effort to sell
raffle tickets: Kurious R. 8 (23 books), Kaylee R. 2 (6 books), Leighton R. 5 (5 books).
Upcoming Dates:
Thursday 14th April
Monday 9th May

Community of Learning Teacher Only Day (school closed tomorrow)
AIMS Games parents meeting 5.30 p.m. in the library

2022 School Term Dates:
Term One:
Tuesday 1st February to Thursday 14th April (TOD 14th April)
Term Two:
Monday 2nd May to Friday 8th July (TOD Friday 3rd June)
Term Three:
Monday 25th July to Friday 30th September
Term Four:
Monday 17th October to Wednesday 14th December (TOD 25th Oct)

