Term 2 Week 5 Newsletter
Kia ora e te whānau and welcome to wiki rima, week 5.
A very warm welcome to Levi, R. 6 who joined us this week; we look forward to getting to know you
and supporting you on your learning journey. We are nearing the 1st June farm changeover, and
sadly farewell a number of our students and their families. We wish you all the best for your shift and
move to your new school. We are looking forward to also welcoming new families to the district.
As you will be aware, covid-19 is continuing to circulate in the community. As a school, we have had a
relatively small but steady number of students (and staff) contracting covid. This week we have 16 positive cases or in
home isolation.
Please take the time to read the public health advice from the Ministry of Health and Education which clearly outlines
matters pertaining to reinfection/continued infection of covid-19, long covid in children and when it is safe for tamariki to
return to school:

Reinfection or continued infection:
● Anecdotally we are receiving a number of reports of reinfection with COVID-19. Public health advice is that:
●
●
●
●

●

●
●
●

Current evidence shows the chance of having COVID-19 again within 90 days of a first infection is low, but it can happen.
reinfection within 28 days is considered exceptionally unlikely.
COVID-19 like symptoms may be caused by other infections like the common cold, flu or a chest infection.
Reinfection does not generally cause serious illness for most people but a diagnosis of reinfection with COVID-19 can be
important for older people, people who have high risk conditions, or people who have close contact with vulnerable
people.
People who are low health risk and have symptoms consistent with COVID-19 within 90 days of a COVID-19 diagnosis
should stay home and recover until 24 hours after symptoms resolve. They are not required to take a RAT. However, if
they become increasingly ill, they should call their GP or Healthline.
People with underlying health conditions or anyone who has worsening symptoms should seek advice from a health
practitioner or Healthline on 0800 358 5453. A RAT or PCR test may be recommended.
We know that people can continue to test positive after their recovery but are very unlikely to be infectious after day 10.
Retesting during the initial 28-day period is not necessary unless recommended by a health professional.
If you become unwell more than 90 days after a COVID-19 infection you should follow the same advice as for a first
infection. That is, seek advice about getting tested.

● Further information on catching COVID-19 again is available on the Ministry of Health website.
Catching COVID-19 again – Ministry of Health

Long COVID in children: Long COVID describes the symptoms that continue or develop after the initial COVID-19
symptoms. This is usually longer than 12 weeks after a person is first infected. Most people with COVID-19 recover
completely and return to normal health. People usually recover from COVID-19 after two to six weeks and many make a
full recovery within 12 weeks.
KidsHealth has provided some useful information about COVID-19 symptoms in children which you may wish to share
with your community:
●
●
●

●
●

for most children with mild COVID-19, they will be back to normal within a week. A small number of
children might take up to two weeks to feel back to normal
most children with COVID-19 will have a mild illness and get better quickly
for a child or young person to have a diagnosis of post-COVID-19 condition (long COVID) their
symptoms need to be having an impact on their everyday functioning and cannot be explained by
another condition
nearly all children will fully recover and return to normal health
scientists and health professionals are still learning about long COVID, but studies so far have found:
○ children are much less likely to have long COVID than adults
○ children recover faster than adults
○ it mostly affects children over the age of 10 – it's very rare in younger children.

Further information is also available on the KidsHealth website, including caring for a child with COVID-19.
Recovering from long COVID – KidsHealth
Caring for a child with COVID-19 – KidsHealth
Long COVID – Ministry of Health NZ

When can a sick child return to school?
Any child who has COVID-19 or is a household contact must remain at home for the legally required isolation period,
regardless of whether they have returned a negative RAT.
Isolation is currently seven days with Day 0 being when a positive test was returned or from symptom onset. At the end
of the seven-day isolation period if the child is still sick, they should stay home until they are well and for 24 hours after
they no longer have symptoms.
There is no need to wait for an official message to leave isolation although they may receive a text message confirming
their isolation period has ended.
If you have COVID-19 – Unite Against COVID-19

Ongoing symptoms
For COVID-19, colds and flus and potentially other illnesses, a child may continue to have minor but lingering symptoms
such as a runny nose or minor cough.
●
●
●

Anyone who is sick should stay home until they are well.
When a child has respiratory symptoms, they should stay at home and seek advice from their GP or
Healthline. Staying home is key to controlling the spread of any virus in a school setting.
Many children will have a long-lasting runny nose or cough after viral infections. If it has been more
than 10 days since the onset of symptoms and they are no longer feeling unwell, they are very unlikely
to be infectious and can therefore return to school.

However, if they are continuing to feel unwell or their symptoms are worsening after 10 days, they should not return to
school. A GP review or a call to Healthline is recommended.
On behalf of the staff, students and Board of Trustees, I want to thank you for your continued support in reducing risk to
both self and others, by adhering to the advice above. NB: please also remember that children aged 12+ are required to
wear masks on the bus.
Enjoy your afternoon, weekend and week ahead; Kia pai te wiki kei mua.
Kind regards
Jenny Clark
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Rangatiratanga Award (doing the best for yourself):
During Friday Assembly one student per class is acknowledged for demonstrating Rangatiratanga, specifically one of
Key Competency indicators. The focus was Co-operation in Week 4 of Term 2.
Congratulations to the following students: Murray Rm 1, Cameron Rm 2, Blake Rm 3, Sophie Rm 4, Evan 5, Bayley
Rm 6, Ethan Rm 7, Blake Rm 8, Hannah Rm 9, Faith Rm 10, Alex Rm 11. Food tech: Shiloh Rm 8, Hard Materials:
Faith Rm 10, Art: Jayden Rm 6, Music: James Rm 8

Gold For Glory:
At each assembly one, or sometimes more, student is recognised by the principal for showing initiative, or doing
something that demonstrates our school vision, motto and values.
- Week 3’s recipient goes to Chelsey R.1 and Taylor R.8.
- Week 4’s recipient goes to Mason Cropp R.1
WAIBOP
Our Sports Councillors had an exciting opportunity to work with Joe from WaiBOP yesterday - New Zealand Football (with
the Women's World Cup on it's way to New Zealand shores are investing time and money into school and getting out
students active through small sided games).
The students are now the facilitators of this and will teach the rest of the school these games through lunchtimes and
perhaps even in their own classrooms. Kai pai Team!

Enrichment Group: Random Acts of Kindness (RAK)
Students have opted into an Enrichment Group which interests them and they work together each Tuesday afternoon.
There are a variety of options including photography, magic, sculpture, sport, drama, knitting and random acts of
kindness (RAK) to name a few. The RAK team have been working very hard in between the rain and in behind the scenes
to create some goodness in our day through-out our kura. This group have come up with some awesome ideas to awhi
our kura, kaiako, tamariki and our community. We are looking forward to rolling out some more of these ideas in the
coming weeks... watch this space!

Magic trick; very clever Even!

Harakeke putiputi

Fashion from the environment

Robotics

Enrichment: cake decorating
The girls on the left proudly showing their cake decorating skills.
Yesterday they were crafting cakes from fondant icing.
It is evident that enrichment provides opportunities for our
tamariki to enjoy being creative or extending their talents, in a
broad range of learning contexts.
Policy Review:
Policy Review is an important component of our school organisation, and consultation process. We are a SchoolDocs
school which means we work with SchoolDocs to provide us with a comprehensive set of policies which have been
well researched and follow the Ministry of Education National Administration Guidelines. The policies and
procedures are tailored to our school, and the school supplies specific information such as our charter,
and
procedures for behaviour management, reporting to parents, etc. Please visit our site at:
http://mi.schooldocs.co.nz/
Username: mi
Password: mis
Regular review takes place and I alert the community to the review when scheduled. Not all policies are required to
be reviewed by the community.
Administration of Medication at School: as part of our policy I need to remind you that if your child requires
medication administered at school:
The school will only administer prescription medication to students whose parents have made a formal request.
Parents/caregivers need to complete a medicine authority form.
Some medication, for example, drugs that adjust student behaviour, needs to be carefully monitored so that
parents/caregivers can check that it is being taken regularly.
We observe the following guidelines when administering medicines.
●
●
●
●

All medication is administered through the school office.
Staff with authority to administer medication on behalf of parents/caregivers keep appropriate records and
ensure that medication is stored safely.
Medication must be supplied in its original container/packaging labelled with the name of the student, and
dose required. Any variation in dose must be notified in writing.
Medication must be delivered to school by parents/caregivers, not by students.

Uniform Consultation:
Uniforms are a great way to distinguish students and instil a sense of community and pride in their school. School
uniforms can also help reduce bullying from peers that can be based on clothing and appearance.
We have begun consultation about aspects of our school uniform and would love your feedback. The purpose of the
consultation is to ensure your voice and perspective is heard, and to help the Board make important decisions about our
uniform moving forward.
Recently, we have consulted with students and the summary of their responses indicate students are keen to tweak the
existing school uniform to include the following:
- a gender neutral (unisex) pair of shorts
- a pair of gender neutral (unisex) pair of tracksuit pants
Please complete the uniform survey on this link
The summary will be presented to the School Board at our next meeting (Week 8)

Grassroots Trust:
We would like to thank Grassroots Trust for approving a grant of $6,000 + GST to replace the school cricket nets. This
work will be completed as soon as the materials are available and we are very grateful for their support. We look forward
to sharing photos of the new cricket nets once this work is completed. The cricket nets are used all year round by our
students as well local families and the Morrinsville Cricket Club after school hours.
Community Feedback:
Morrinsville Museum Visits
I was really proud to receive a phone call from Bette at the Morrinsville Museum following the recent class visits as part
of learning about Aotearoa New Zealand History. Bette said:
“I was very impressed with the students; they were engaged the whole time, super
polite and well focused on their learning. Mr Higgins was superb and it was an
enjoyable experience for everyone.
Well done to Morrinsville Intermediate School and thank you from us.”

KIA HAUMARU - Personal Safety Education (Empowerment Self Defence)
How lucky I am to have been working with the polite young wāhine of MIS!
Thank you all for consistently displaying positive attitudes, sensible problem solving,
enthusiastic technique performance, respect, sensitivity and manners!
It has also been heart-warming to see a few of the initially hesitant students develop their
confident stance and powerful voice. Ka nui te mihi!
I look forward to returning to MIS next year already!
Kia noho haumaru (stay safe), Mel.

I am also facilitating a FREE one-day course for women (16+ years) at Morrinsville
College on Saturday 11th June. 10am- 4pm. All welcome. No experience required.
Please register to secure a place by emailing keeptearohasafe@gmail.com
Upcoming Dates:
Teacher Only Day (school closed)
Queen’s Birthday (Public Holiday)
Inter-Intermediate Hockey
Inter-Intermediate Futsal
Inter-Intermediate Dance
Inter-Intermediate 1st XV Rugby
BOT Meeting 6pm
Matariki celebrations in school
Matariki (Public Holiday)
Inter-Intermediate Basketball
Camp Payment due $125.00

Friday 3rd June
Monday 6th June
Tuesday 7th June
Tuesday 14th June
Thursday 16th June
Tuesday 21st June
Wednesday 22nd June
Mon 20th to Thurs 23rd June
Friday 24th June
Tuesday 28th June
Friday 1st July

2022 School Term Dates:
Term Two:
Monday 2nd May to Friday 8th July (TOD Friday 3rd June)
Term Three:
Monday 25th July to Friday 30th September
Term Four:
Monday 17th October to Wednesday 14th December (TOD 25th Oct)

Please remember to like and follow
us on Facebook, download our free
Skool Loop App and visit our
website to keep up-to-date
with events and news.

