Term 2 Week 7 Newsletter
Kia ora e te whānau and welcome to Week 7.
Last week was ‘Support Staff Week’. At MIS we are very fortunate to have an amazing team of
support staff who contribute in a myriad of ways to the success of our learners, supporting teachers,
administration of the school and of course keeping our school environment healthy and safe.
On Wednesday the team enjoyed a ‘morning tea’ at Loxies, and on Friday were recognised by our
students for the amazing people they are, and the job they do. Absent from the photo were: Kylie T. (music tutor) and
Dana R. (cleaner). Thank you for everything you do, we truly appreciate you!

Next week we are looking forward to celebrating Matariki:
Matariki is a special occasion in the New Zealand calendar which marks the start of the Māori New Year. Signified by
the Matariki cluster of stars reappearing in our night sky, this is a time to reflect on the past year, celebrate the
present, and plan for the year ahead. Matariki is also seen as a time to remember those who have died during the
past lunar year, but it is seen more like a happy event – a sign of the cycles of life and death.
We have a range of exciting activities planned for our tamariki and encourage you to join us when you can.
Our Matariki Week consists of:
- Matariki immersion activities led by our Mahi Tahi
students
- Pōwhiri to welcome our ERO evaluation partner (who
will be on site for three days from Tues - Thurs)
- Rukumoana marae visits (notices sent home already)
- Matariki Performance Evening: Kapa Haka, choir,
ukulele group (Wednesday 22nd 5.30 p.m.)
- Kaihakari generously organised by the Hotene
whānau (hangi)
- Kapa Haka performance for the school
We look forward to seeing you as we celebrate Matariki.
Kind regards
Jenny Clark
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Rangatiratanga Award (doing the best for yourself):
During Friday Assembly one student per class is acknowledged for demonstrating Rangatiratanga, specifically one of
Key Competency indicators. The focus was Co-operation in Week 6 of Term 2.
Congratulations to the following students: Liam Rm 1, Urban Rm 2, Andre Rm 3, Claire Rm 4, Harley Rm 5, Reagan
Rm 6, Campbell Rm 7, Taylor Rm 8, Sean Rm 9, Manasseh Rm 10, Aaliyah Rm 11. Food tech: Rosie Rm 9,
Hard Materials: James Rm 8, Art: Olivia Rm 3, Music: Isaiah Rm 11.
Gold For Glory:
At each assembly one, or sometimes more, student is recognised by the principal for showing initiative, or doing
something that demonstrates our school vision, motto and values. This week the recipient goes to Esme (R. 4) for being
an empowered learner; specifically for affecting change in our school. Esme was instrumental in instigating the change
from using the term ‘mufti day’ to ‘non-uniform day’.
Times Tables:
I’m sure you will all agree that understanding and recall of times-tables is an important skill for
students to have as they strive to be multiplicative thinkers at Level 4. Having a solid
understanding and recall of their times tables gives students a solid foundation for learning across
all maths strands.
Each term our students complete a five minute test comprising 50 times tables.

Congratulations to the following students who have been recognised as their class champions for
Term 2:
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6

Hunter

Maths Whizz:
Maths Whizz is an interactive online maths programme we have
subscribed to for 2022. The purpose of the programme is to
supplement maths lessons in the classroom; it is designed to
accelerate students’ progress through identifying their strengths
and areas for improvement. Tutorials are available to support building students’ understanding of new concepts and help
engage every child with personalised learning.
For acceleration to occur, students are encouraged to engage with the programme for at least 60 minutes per week.
Research shows that regular usage will support the achievement of ‘green ticks’ which indicates students have made
good progress in their learning.
We need your support. Please encourage your child to spend some time at home on Maths Whizz (the maximum usage
per week is two hours, at which point the programme will freeze until the following week) to ensure they get the best
benefit from this programme. If your child is home in isolation, this would be a perfect way to continue learning while
absent.
Well done to the following classes who are making great progress with their green ticks this term: Rooms 2, 9, 10.
ASB Get Wise Financial Literacy:
Over the last week we have been fortunate to have Callum from the ASB Get Wise
programme come in and facilitate lessons on Financial Literacy to every student.
Students have learned about setting goals, budgeting and learning how to save for the
future. We are incredibly appreciative of this free-of-charge learning opportunity.
Callum’s energy and passion for what he does definitely contributed to this being a big
success in school. Thanks ASB!
Inter-Intermediate Futsal:
Girls Futsal: We were in a tough pool playing both Fairfield and Berkley who were using this tournament as a warm up to
AIMS Games. We played 4 games, won 3 and lost 1. When the pool play had finished Berkley managed to get through
into the semis because of the 1 goal difference. The administrators realised that we actually tied with Berkley and we had
to play a 10min golden point game and we won!
In the semis we played Cambridge. At full time the score was 2-all so five players from each team were chosen to take a
shot at each goalkeeper. We won to go through to the finals against Fairfield. We won 2-3 which meant we finished in 1st
place overall! This was a massive achievement in a tough competition. Overall it was an exciting day, we learnt a lot and
everybody showed internal commitment and never gave up. Report by Amy and Amara
Boys Futsal: On Tuesday morning our I.I. Futsal Team headed to The Peak at Rototuna for the futsal competition. We had
a tough pool which included Berkley, Melville, Fairfield and us. Our first game against Fairfield we lost 7-1. Our next game
was against Melville and we won 12-1. We lost against Berkley 7-1. We had to win the next game to go through to the
quarter finals. It was a close game against Fairfield which we lost 2-1. Overall we had a great day playing futsal and
enjoyed the experience. We came 5th overall and Rototuna Junior High won the boys tournament. Report by Blake V.R,
Cody M, Hamish L, Andre, Tate H, Lucas B, Max C and Max G.

Attendance:
Regular attendance at school is important to ensuring students form positive
relationships with their peers, are engaged in their learning and are establishing the
skills and dispositions for life. Unfortunately the combination of covid-19, the flu and
tummy bug are understandably impacting on the rate of student attendance
currently. While we would typically sit at around 92-93% attendance, this has
dropped to 84% year-to-date.
As you can see from the pie graph to the right, most absences are justified (i.e.
illness, home isolation, medical appointment or bereavement). However, we are
noticing a pattern of increased absence from school on a Friday and/or Monday.
Please avoid any unnecessary absences from school whenever possible.
Thank you for letting us know by 8.45 a.m. if your child is going to be absent from school; this saves us having to phone
home which can be very time consuming. If absences are not notified and we are unable to contact you, the child is
regarded as truant.
Covid-19 Update:
MIS has been relatively lucky in terms of the frequency of staff absences compared to many schools; we have 15 staff
members who have avoided contracting the virus and fingers crossed this will continue to be the case. A small number of
students are testing positive, mostly over weekends, which tends to indicate transmission is happening beyond school
(but not necessarily so).
If your child is unwell and is displaying symptoms of covid (which are similar to flu bugs) please RAT test your child to
eliminate the possibility of unnecessary transmission. We are sending home rapid antigen tests with any students
showing signs of covid-19 symptoms (we would never administer a RAT at school as this is a parent/caregivers
responsibility). The isolation period for anyone testing positive remains at seven days.
Currently we have five students isolating at home either through positive tests or being household contacts.
Please remember, if your child is isolating at home, and are well, they can access online learning from home. If we can
see they are engaging in their learning they are coded ‘F’ which is considered off-site learning.
Just a reminder that students aged 12+ are required to wear a mask on buses. At MIS, masks are strongly encouraged.
However, we will not act as ‘mask Police’ but do ask that your child is considerate of both their own health and that of
others. If they are visiting the sick bay they will be required to wear a mask (once inside the admin block), as well as
during full school assemblies (held every fortnight).

Board of Trustees Elections
A reminder that the Board of Trustees Elections are taking place soon (see the timeline below). This year the
election is managed by an outside agency ‘My School Election’ and the whole process will take place electronically.
It is therefore very important that we have up-to-date parent / caregiver contact details (especially email
addresses). If you have changed any of your contact details since enrolling your child, please phone 07 889 6629,
email office@mi.school.nz or click on the ‘change of details’ tab on our website (in the blue quick links box on the
home page). Thanks for your cooperation.
2022 Election timeline:
Main Roll Closes
Nominations Called by
Supplementary Roll Closes
Nominations Close
Invitation to Vote
Election Day
Declaration of Result
New board in place

13 July
15 July
1 August
3 August
10 August
7 September
13 September
14 September

Personal Safety Education:
All the Year 8 girls at MIS were lucky to learn self defence with a lovely lady called Mighty Mel from Kia Haumaru –
Personal Safety Education. This was a course that ran over one and a half days. Mel taught us that us girls are stronger
than we think and how to defend ourselves in tricky situations. She also taught us that in any situation it's important to
use our minds first, our voices second and our body only if we need to, which we thought was great advice and we'll carry
it with us as we get older. We learnt a lot about how to protect ourselves and also our loved ones from any harm.
Mighty Mel is one of those people you feel as if you have known her all your life. She has the biggest smile which warms
up the room. It was lots of fun and we are all very appreciative of this opportunity. The Year 7 girls will get this
opportunity next year.
Report by Kyra and Brodie
Uniform Consultation:
Uniforms are a great way to distinguish students and instil a sense of community and pride in their school. School
uniforms can also help reduce bullying from peers that can be based on clothing and appearance.
We have begun consultation about aspects of our school uniform and would love your feedback. The purpose of the
consultation is to ensure your voice and perspective is heard, and to help the Board make important decisions about our
uniform moving forward.
Recently, we have consulted with students and the summary of their responses indicate students are keen to tweak the
existing school uniform to include the following:
- a gender neutral (unisex) pair of shorts
- a pair of gender neutral (unisex) pair of tracksuit pants
Please complete the uniform survey on this link
The summary will be presented to the School Board at our next meeting (Week 8) with any additions to the uniform
most likely to be introduced in 2023.
Sustainable Coastlines:
Sustainable Coastlines is a Kiwi charity that exists to connect people to nature and inspire change.
They are currently recruiting volunteers for a tree planting in your area and we need all the help we can get!
“We would love you to join us on Saturday the 2nd of July for a community planting day alongside Maungatautari
Marae. We are aiming to plant 3000 trees, but we need local support to achieve this.
Alongside our amazing partners APL we have teamed up with Takapoto Estate, Maungatautari marae and Ngati
Koroki Kahukura Trust to give back to Papatuanuku and plant some much needed native plants in the area.”
This is a free event however we do ask you to register so we can make sure we have heaps of delicious kai for you all,
please register here: https://sustainablecoastlines.org/event/apl-tree-planting-day-cambridge/
Upcoming Dates:
Inter-Intermediate Dance
Inter-Intermediate 1st XV Rugby
Matariki celebrations in school
ERO visit
BOT Meeting 6.30 pm
Matariki (Public Holiday)
Inter-Intermediate Basketball
Camp Payment due $125.00

Thursday 16th June
Tuesday 21st June
Mon 20th to Thurs 23rd June
Tues 21st - Thurs 23rd June
Wednesday 22nd June
Friday 24th June
Tuesday 28th June
Friday 1st July

2022 School Term Dates:
Term Two:
Monday 2nd May to Friday 8th July (TOD Friday 3rd June)
Term Three:
Monday 25th July to Friday 30th September
Term Four:
Monday 17th October to Wednesday 14th December (TOD 25th Oct)

