Term 2 Week 9 Newsletter
Kia ora e te whānau. Nau mai haere mai to Wiki Iwa, Week 9, and our final newsletter for Term Two!
We have certainly had many challenges this term, but also lots to celebrate, despite the ongoing
covid-19 related illnesses and absences, and the tummy bug and flu that has been doing the rounds
over the past few weeks. To those of you who are still unwell, please take care. Our best wishes to
you all.
Firstly, I want to acknowledge the Kingmaker Anaru Thompson, who sadly passed away overnight last Saturday.
Andrew Thompson or Anaru Tarapipipi is the ‘Kingmaker’, the current Tumuaki o te Kingitanga, a role that saw him
anoint the new head of the Kingitanga.
Anaru was appointed an Officer of the New Zealand Order for services to Maori in 2014, in the Queen’s Birthday
Honours list and has worked in the capacity of Ngāti Hauā Chief. He was certainly a much respected, kind and
gentle man; our condolences to his whānau and friends.

Also, we acknowledge the passing of Nancy Whaiapu, the sister of our kaumatua Te Ao Marama Maaka and mother
of Teri Whaiapu (ex BoT member). Nancy was laid to rest on Monday 20th June. Nancy used to work at MIS many
years ago, supporting our tamariki and was also actively involved in our school through mana whenua matters.
Our condolences to Nancy’s husband Steve, and all whānau and friends.
Last week MIS celebrated Matariki Week and immersed themselves in a range of learning opportunities, including
visiting Rukumoana Marae where they experienced an authentic pōwhiri as well as learning about local history and
tikanga. A very big thank you to Ngāti Naua for your support and for making this possible. The week culminated in a
hangi which was made possible through your generous donations. On behalf of our school I’d like to extend a HUGE
thank you to you all for ‘making this happen’ through the provision of kai, koha and utensils etc. I’d also like to
acknowledge
Mr Higgins, our Te Ao Māori teacher, for driving the organisation for the week, and to our teachers
for all their support. He waka eke noa - we’re all in this together!
On site for three days last week was Mr Paora Stucki, from the Education Review Office (ERO). Mr Stucki spent time
reviewing our learning, progress and achievement, visiting classrooms as well as talking to tamariki about their
experiences as a student at MIS. He was very impressed with how our school vision, motto, values and Key Competencies
were embedded in and beyond the classroom. He spoke with staff and met with the senior leadership team who shared
our strategic plan and the journey we are currently on. He explored facets of health and safety and was very satisfied that
we had our tamariki at the forefront of what we do. He also completed an audit on aspects pertaining to the Vulnerable
Children’s Act (2014) e.g. police vetting, teacher registration, child protection policy etc. He was satisfied with our
thorough documentation and processes.
Using the School Improvement Framework, we had to identify up to three strengths (he stated this would be hard as we
had so many to celebrate). In collaboration with the leadership team we chose:
1. Whanaungatanga - relationships and being able to clearly show we know our students as both people
and learners; he said it was evident we care about our tamariki and provide an inclusive environment
2. Positive culture for learning - we have a rich and broad curriculum and demonstrate a culture of growth
and responsiveness; we have systems and processes in place to encourage our learners to set goals,
monitor their progress and be actively involved in strengthening their learning, as do teachers, through
their professional growth cycle
3. We are data literate with strong self-review and internal evaluation processes in place. We can clearly
show progress, achievement and acceleration and use this responsively. Our strategic plan is clear and
detailed and reflects a cohesive approach to addressing our priorities

We also needed to identify a next step. We have already identified the importance of working closely with whānau in
their child’s learning journey. It was agreed we will continue to strengthen existing practices to further improve learning
outcomes for our tamariki, in partnership with home.
It has been great to see the return of II Sports this year, and a highlight of the term was seeing our II Girls Futsal team
crowned champions. I liken this accomplishment to the following:
‘It’s not about the size of the dog in the fight, but the size of the fight in the dog’
This expression reflects our grit, passion and perseverance to be the best we can be, and believe in ourselves. Anything is
possible if we are prepared to put in the mahi to ‘make it happen’.
In summing up, I want to thank everyone for their continued support of Morrinsville Intermediate School, including our
staff who work tirelessly and professionally to support our rangatahi. In Term 3 we will be holding our triennial School
Board Elections. Members of our Board have indicated they will be stepping down from their positions and we thank
them for all their hard work over the past three years. If you would like to know more about becoming a Board member,
please see the information below, or give me a call to further discuss this.
This is the final newsletter for the term, have a happy holiday, take care, and we look forward to seeing you in Term 3.
Kind regards
Jenny Clark
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Message from the School Board:
What a busy and exciting time it has been at MIS. The Board of Trustees would like to say a huge thank you and
congratulations to all of the staff and helpers that worked so hard to make the Matariki celebrations throughout the
week so successful. Marae visits, Matariki cultural performances, the many games and the wonderful hangi to
finish off the week, were fantastic.
MIS staff and students consistently display 'Kia U Ki Te Pai', and the recent ERO visit was no different. Thank you to
staff and students for the welcoming and professional manner in which you went about your daily business. Our
school community can be proud of how we do things here at MIS; the interim report is very very positive. Well
done.
Board elections are coming up in September this year (see the timeline below). I encourage anyone who is
interested in being on the Board, to put themselves forward. It is an enormously rewarding and important role, and
one that I have enjoyed over the last two terms. Please feel free to seek out myself or fellow Board members if you
would like to know more or have any questions.
Jocelyn Mitchell
(School Board Parent Rep.)

Rangatiratanga Award (doing the best for yourself):
During Friday Assembly one student per class is acknowledged for demonstrating Rangatiratanga, specifically one of
Key Competency indicators. The focus was Co-operation in Week 7 of Term 2.
Congratulations to the following students: Cairo Rm 1, Jo Rm 2, Lucas Rm 3, Amber Rm 4, Willow Rm 5, Kaden
Rm 6, Will Rm 7, Hawaiiki Rm 8, Isabella Rm 9, Rylee Rm 10, Hayley Rm 11. Food tech: Kieran Williams, Hard
Materials: Ahmet Dag, Art: Petello Siaosi, Music: Jordan Caddy.
Gold For Glory:
At each assembly one, or sometimes more, student is recognised by the principal for showing initiative, or doing
something that demonstrates our school vision, motto and values. The recipient in Week 7 went to Charlie A. (R. 7)
for demonstrating respect consistently and for being able to hold ‘convivial conversations’. Well done Charlie.
Mānawatia a Matariki:
Last week our tamariki and staff were immersed in a week celebrating Matariki; the Māori New Year. This is a time were
were were able to celebrate new beginnings while also reflecting on the past; referencing the following whakatauki is
relevant at this time Titiro whakamuri, kōkiri whakamua …. Look back and reflect so you can move forward

Our students were involved in a wide range of activities including:
- Māori games facilitated by our Mahi Tahi students including Kapa Haka for the whole school
- Pōwhiri; we welcomed our Education Review Office partner as well as recent new staff and students
- Classroom learning activities including: weaving, string games, research about Matariki, rakau
- Marae visits - all three teams visited Rukumoana Marae and were officially welcomed on by tangata
whenua. They then visited the wharenui and learnt about its history, the urapā, the parliament
buildings (from the outside) and localised stories
- Hangi - all students and staff were lucky to share delicious kai cooked in steamers on our school site
- Matariki Performance; Kapa Haka performance roopu (on Wednesday evening to whānau as well as
to the school on Thursday), ukulele group and the school band

A HUGE thank you must go to our school community for your very generous donations of: kai, utensils, money and
time. Also to our whānau who assisted with the hangi: Jade Wilson Green, Charles Green, Te Atua Hotene and the
Tuhakaraina whānau. Everyone’s input was much appreciated and we are very thankful for having such amazing
support to enable our tamariki to experience such authentic learning opportunities.
Photos above and on the next page of our Matariki activities and celebrations.

Marae Visit Poetry: Room 11
Trustworthy kingi guarding and
protecting
We can see your mana
I can see your cloudy tears
I feel your powerfulness
I hear our unthinkable thoughts
I smell your courage
By Nacorsha

Standing tall with pride
Watching over the land
Full of peace
Precious talk of tuakana to teina
The smell of dense air tainted his
nostrils
Mana filling him
Land in safe hands
By Ilah

New parliament building
Used for safety
If we fall
We retreat
We plan
We use this time
To rise and shine
By River

Uniform Consultation and Next Steps:
Thank you to everyone who responded to our uniform consultation survey in May. The School Board met last Wednesday
and discussed the responses. It is very clear from the 175 student responses and the 81 whānau responses, that a pair of
gender neutral navy blue shorts (unisex), and an optional pair of black tracksuit pants would be a welcome addition to
our uniform.
We now have further details to be decided about the wearing of the tracksuit pants and the socks/footwear. Please
complete Part 2 of the consultation here. Alternatively, you can give the office a call to share your thinking.
One of the comments that was made in the initial consultation was that scarves should be allowed to be worn. We allow
plain navy blue or black scarves to be worn in winter months, along with a school beanie (available for purchase through
the school office at $10)
We will keep you informed of the outcome of the consultation, and the implementation/transition stages, once details
have been finalised.
Morrinsville Pakeke Lions Club donation:
Thank you to Morrinsville Pakeke Lions Club Charitable Trust for your donation of $1,500 which is going towards an
initiative to accelerate student literacy. This generous donation is from the combined Morrinsville Lions Clubs from funds
derived from the collection and sale of casualty calves which have been donated by local farmers during the 2021 calving
season. Your continued support towards our school is very much appreciated.

Attendance:
We are currently experiencing large numbers of student absences with an average absence
rate of 82 students per day last week. Unfortunately many students and staff continue to
suffer from tummy bugs, flu type symptoms and covid-19 (zero positive cases at the
moment).
Thank you to parents/caregivers for informing us of any absences prior to 8.50 a.m. so we can
let classroom teachers know. You can do this through phoning, our school website or Skool
Loop.
Please take care …. with these nasty bugs about we continue to encourage your child/ren to
wear masks inside, and for students aged 12+ to wear a mask on the bus to help reduce the
risk of contracting or spreading these bugs/virus.
In addition to this, please remind your child about regular washing/drying of hands before and after eating and
playing.
II Basketball:
Congratulations to our II Basketball teams who represented our school and showed an absolute Kia U Ki Te Pai attitude.
The girls had a harsh pool but came close to winning against Rototuna, however, lost by two. Our boys were outstanding
and were unbeaten in their pool but when it came to the semi-final they unfortunately lost. Overall the boys came third
equal with Cambridge and the girls gave it their best shot and represented our school with grit.
Thank you to Mrs Vette for her coaching and organisation and to the parents who provided transport and support on the
day.
Report by Samantha (R. 11) and Liam (R. 1)

Morrinsville Pakeke Lions Club donation:
Thank you to Morrinsville Pakeke Lions Club Charitable Trust for your donation of $1,500 which is going towards an
initiative to accelerate student literacy. This generous donation is from the combined Morrinsville Lions Clubs from
funds derived from the collection and sale of casualty calves which have been donated by local farmers during the
2021 calving season. Your continued support towards our school is very much appreciated.
Board of Trustees Elections:
A reminder that the Board of Trustees Elections are taking place soon (see the timeline below). This year the
election is managed by an outside agency ‘My School Election’ and the whole process will take place electronically.
It is therefore very important that we have up-to-date parent / caregiver contact details (especially email
addresses). If you have changed any of your contact details since enrolling your child, please phone 07 889 6629,
email office@mi.school.nz or click on the ‘change of details’ tab on our website (in the blue quick links box on the
home page). Thanks for your cooperation.
School Board Elections: Nominations from 15 July.
It’s board election time again. Next term we will be electing board members for the next three years.
Nominations will open for the election of five (5) parent representatives to the school board no later than 15 July.
NOTE: This starts during the school holidays. The returning officer for the triennial board election is Bernardine
Vester. She can be contacted at returningofficer@myschoolelection.nz.
The timetable for the election is:
Main Roll closes:
Wednesday 13 July
Call for Nominations:
No later than 15 July.
Supplementary Roll closes:
Monday 1 August
Nominations close:
Wednesday 3 August
If there are more nominations than vacancies, then parents and caregivers will receive an invitation to vote either
electronically or by post.

Voting starts: Wednesday 10 August
Election day is September 7.
Voting count: Tuesday 13 September
New board in place: Wednesday 14 September.
Nominations can be made online through an email link provided in the Call for Nominations.
However, a hard copy nomination form can also be obtained from the school office.
If you wish to stand for the board, it is recommended that you provide a candidate statement and photograph.
The electoral roll will be held at the school and can be viewed during normal school hours.
Calendar Events:
Tuesday 5th July
Friday 8th July
Monday 25th July
Monday 1st August
Tuesday 2nd August
Wednesday 3rd Aug
Tuesday 9th August
Wednesday 10th Aug
Thursday 11th Aug
Tuesday 16th August
Thursday 18th Aug
22nd - 26th Aug
Tuesday 23rd Aug
Wednesday 31st Aug
Wednesday 7th Sept
4th - 9th Sept
Tuesday 13th Sept
Wednesday 14th Sept
Thursday 29th Sept
Friday 30th September

School Cross Country 1.40 p.m.
Last day of Term 2
First day of Term 3
Mid-Year Reports go home
II Girls Rugby
Student Led Learning Conferences 8.00am to 7.00pm
II Boys Rugby
Board of Trustees Meeting 6.30pm
WAI Maths Comp
II Cross Country
Master Chef finals 5.00pm to 7.30pm
Coast to Coast Camp
II Netball
Open Evening for prospective 2023 families 6.00pm. All welcome
Open Day for prospective 2023 families 11.00am to 12.30pm. All welcome
NZ AIMS Games week
II Kapa Haka
Board of Trustees Meeting 6.00pm
II Music
Last day of Term 3

2022 School Term Dates:
Term Two:
Monday 2nd May to Friday 8th July (TOD Friday 3rd June)
Term Three:
Monday 25th July to Friday 30th September
Term Four:
Monday 17th October to Wednesday 14th December (TOD 25th Oct)
2023 School Term Dates:
Term One:
Tuesday 31st January to Thursday 6th April
Term Two:
Monday 24th April to Friday 30th June (TOD 24th April TBC)
Term Three:
Monday 17th July to Friday 22nd September
Term Four:
Monday 9th October to Friday 15th December

Please visit our school website www.mi.school.nz, Like us on facebook and
download our free Skool Loop App to keep up-to-date with school activities and events.

