Term 3 Week 7 Newsletter
Kia ora e te whānau. Nau mai haere mai to Wiki Whetu; welcome to Week 7’s newsletter.
A huge welcome to our School Board members from left to right:
- Mike Garrud (new parent rep.)
- Teresa Higham (returning parent rep.)
- Michelle Cook (minutes secretary)
- Andrea Devane (staff trustee)
- Justin Downing (returning parent rep.)
- Greg Mills (new parent rep.)
- Jenny Clark (principal)
- Rochelle Taylor (new parent rep.)
We welcome three new board members who have a diverse range
of experience and skills to bring to our team. We look forward to
working with the Board to continue to enhance outcomes for our
tamariki.
A BIG congratulations to our Coast to Coast sports team who were successful in winning first place overall at Totara
Springs in Week 5. What an amazing display of ‘Kia U Ki Te Pai - Whatever you do let it be your best’. We are very proud
of all our athletes and were able to celebrate their return last Friday with a rousing haka from the entire school. See
further details below.
Over the last two weeks we’ve held our Open Evening/Morning. It was great to see so many excited tamariki who are
looking forward to joining us next year. If you haven’t yet enrolled your Year 6 child we’d really appreciate you visiting the
link here to complete your electronic enrolment by Friday 30th September. If you have any trouble accessing the form
please let us know, or alternatively pop into the office and Julie (school secretary) will help you out.
Two weeks ago Mrs Devane and I attended the AIMS 100th Year Anniversary Conference in Wairakei; it was heartening to
see and hear about the importance and need to continue to provide emerging adolescents with a rich and broad
curriculum and diverse opportunities specific to this age group.
One of our guest speakers, Dr Michael Carr-Gregg (psychologist) shared his insights into adolescents and ways to support
them navigating their journey through to adulthood. He emphasised the importance of SLEEP, DIET and SELF-CONTROL.
His list of key foods to include in your child’s diet:
- Eggs
- toast/cereal
- Greek yoghurt
- Blueberries
- Avocado
- Nuts
He recommended the following Ted Talk: ‘Why do we sleep?’ (Russell Foster); in this talk, Foster shares three popular
theories about why we sleep, busts some myths about how much sleep we need at different ages -- and hints at some
bold new uses of sleep as a predictor of mental health. Grab a cup of tea … it’s worth the 21 minute watch.
This week our students attending AIMS Games have been competing with great heart; fantastic ambassadors to our
school. We have been putting up posts on Facebook for your reference and will share results in our Week 9 newsletter.
Best wishes to everyone for the remainder of the tournament, and a big thank you to all
coaches/managers/parents/whānau for your support both leading up to this week, and throughout the tournament.

Kia pai te toenga o te ra - enjoy the rest of your day.
Jenny Clark
Principal

Featuring in today’s newsletter:
Rangatiratanga Award (doing the best for yourself)
Gold for Glory
Coast to Coast winners!
Speech finals
Student Achievement: Times Tables Progress
International Travel 2023
Emergency Planning and Preparedness
School camp fees due
Policy Review
Student Safety
Upcoming Events
Term Dates

Rangatiratanga Award (doing the best for yourself):
During Friday Assembly one student per class is acknowledged for demonstrating Rangatiratanga, specifically one of
Key Competency indicators. The focus was involvement in Week 5 and 6 of Term 3.
Congratulations to the following students from Week 5: Ava Rm 1, Lucas Rm 2, Emilie Rm 3, Kent Rm 4, Aliah Rm
5, Jayden Rm 6, Sapphira Rm 7, Amelie Rm 8, Sophie Rm 9, Olivia Rm 10, Riley Rm 11.
Congratulations to the following students from Week 6: Cheyenne R. 1, Amelia R. 2, Rylee R. 3, Trelise R. 4, Brody R.
5, Charlotte R. 6, Coopah R. 7, Josh R. 8, Rosie R. 9, Chloe R. 10, Nacorsha-Lee R. 11.
Music: Emma Rm 1
Gold For Glory:
At each assembly students are recognised by the principal for showing initiative, or doing something that
demonstrates our school vision, motto and values. The recipients in Week 5 were Riley Neeld and Kfir Rayhin for
using their initiative and helping out where needed.
2022 Coast to Coast Sports Camp WINNERS:
30 students attended Coast to Coast Sports Camp at Totara Springs competing against five other schools (from Te
Awamutu to Raglan, to Blockhouse Bay).

Winners of: Boys Basketball, Netball, Girls Indoor Hockey, Petanque, Spikeball, Girls Table Tennis, Tennis, Triathlon,
Athletics, Cross Country, Hole in One Golf, Kayaking, Mini Golf, Rock Climbing, Cheer Team and Quality Living.
Runners Up of: Mixed Hockey, Boys Touch, Girls Tag, Girls Ultimate Frisbee, Caged Soccer, Chess, Draughts, Boys
Indoor Hockey, Frisbee Golf and Sportsmanship.
A big thank you to Nicki and Wayne Robb from Bayleys Waikato for their generous sponsorship. Also, to our
wonderful parent helpers: Dennis Leigh, Kirsty Trotter, Karen Pratt, Lou Mitchell, and of course to Keryn Vette and
Shane Day who have been working hard with the team for several months to train and support them for this
experience. Thank you!

Absent: Dennis Leigh (parent helper)

Speech finals:
Well done to all our students who have written and presented speeches on the topic of diversity.
Our finals were held today (see the photos below of our place-getters and finalists).
Congratulations to the following students:
1st place Ella-Rose Conder (stereo-types in rugby)
2nd place Anessa Ginever (autism - not so different after all)
3rd place Amy Bryant (diverse personalities)
Thank you to our judges; Helen Hyde-Hills and Merrill Abapo and our student MC's Kfir and Jo.

Student Achievement: Times Tables Progress
Maths is everywhere; it surrounds us in life whether it be at the supermarket, in the kitchen, at the cowshed, in the car ….. it
is ubiquitous!
Throughout the year we have been having a focus on times tables, due to the fact we are aiming for our students to be
multiplicative thinkers at Level 4 of the curriculum. Having a solid understanding and recall of their times tables gives them a
solid foundation for learning across all maths strands. We have noticed many students need to strengthen their
understanding and recall of their times tables so have made this a priority.
Every term our students are assessed using a five-minute test of 50 times tables. See the progress made below:

1.
2.
3.
4.

10/11 classroom accuracy averages have improved from T. 2 - 3
Accuracy: there has been an average increase of 2.6 questions attained
Speed: there has been an increase in average speed by 11.3 seconds
11/11 classes have improved in average speed

As parents, it would be fantastic if you could support us at home by helping/encouraging your child/ren to learn
their times tables; there are some great resources online. We also have some paper resources at school you may
like to use so please email your classroom teacher if you would like a copy of these.
International Travel 2023:
We are very excited to begin preparations for our cultural trips to Vanuatu and Japan; due to Covid-19 we haven’t
been able to travel internationally for three years. If you are interested in your child participating in either of these
trips there will be more information coming out later in the year, but please find a brief overview below:
Japan Tour:
- Two week language and cultural exchange with Makuhari Junior High School in September 2023 for
six Y. 8 students who will be hosted by a Japanese family
- MIS will host 20 Japanese students in March; if your child wants to travel to Japan they must host a
student in March (more information to follow in T. 4); a small hosting fee will be provided to host
families
- Ten Waikato intermediate schools will travel together as a group (60 students)
- Mrs Clark will be travelling with the group
- Cost: to be confirmed
Wanted: a liaison officer to coordinate with Makuhari Junior High School teachers during their visit; you will
accompany the group on some excursions around the Waikato and also ensure the group is well catered for while
on our school site, including helping with the welcome/farewell events.
Please give the office a call if you are interested: 07 889 6629.
Vanuatu:
-

-

One week cultural trip to Vanuatu with Matamata Intermediate Students in August 2023 for 11 Year
7/8 students (preference is given to Y. 8 students as Y. 7s will have an opportunity to travel as Year 8s
in 2024)
Mrs Devane will be travelling with the group
Cost: to be confirmed

Further information will be made available as details are confirmed. If you have any questions please feel free to
contact the school office.
Emergency Planning and Preparedness:
As part of keeping our tamariki, staff and the wider community safe we need to be able to respond safely and
quickly to a range of emergency situations.
We work alongside an independent company, Harrison Tew®, who specialise in emergency management planning
for schools, whose procedures have been successfully implemented in hundreds of schools throughout New
Zealand.
As part of maintaining our emergency procedures in our school, specialised training is being conducted with our
senior leadership and staff by Harrison Tew®. This will occur on Monday 19th September.
The students will also receive information on how to respond in an emergency directed at their respective age
groups from either their teacher or Harrison Tew®.
We will then be conducting a lockdown exercise under the guidance and support of Harrison Tew®.
During the exercise you will receive a notification from the school, so it is important that your emergency contact
details are up to date and correct. The notification will emphasise that this is an exercise/practice and will explain
that all updated information will then be posted on the school website.

In a genuine incident, should you become aware of a lockdown or evacuation at the school, can I please ask that
you not enter the school grounds, or phone, as we will not be able to respond. Your presence or contact may make
it more difficult for us or the emergency services to manage the situation. During such a real emergency we would
be working alongside the Police who would be guiding us through the process. I assure you we would communicate
with you as is feasible and timely.
We thank you for your support.
Lakewood Lodge School Camp Fees:
A reminder that all remaining school camp fees are due to be fully paid by 23rd September. If you require any
information regarding camp fees please email m.cook@mi.school.nz
Policy Review:
Policy Review is an important component of our school organisation, and consultation process. We are a SchoolDocs
school which means we work with SchoolDocs to provide us with a comprehensive set of policies which have been
well researched and follow the Ministry of Education National Administration Guidelines. The policies and
procedures are tailored to our school, and the school supplies specific information such as our charter,
and
procedures for behaviour management, reporting to parents, etc. Please visit our site at:
http://mi.schooldocs.co.nz/
Username: mi
Password: mis
Regular review takes place and I alert the community to the review when scheduled. Not all policies are required to
be reviewed by the community.
Top Gate: Student Safety
Just a gentle reminder to please refrain from stopping in the top driveway (Elizabeth Ave) to drop
off or pick up students. This is a thoroughfare for staff cars and can cause congestion on the road if
staff are waiting for cars to move. Students are also expected only to use the footpath rather than
entering/exiting the driveway.
In addition to this, can you please avoid parking/stopping on the yellow lines; this causes a loss of
visibility for those approaching the crossing which is dangerous to pedestrians.
Thank you for your cooperation.
School Calendar Events:
4th - 9th Sept
NZ AIMS Games week
Tuesday 13th Sept
II Kapa Haka
Wednesday 14th Sept Board of Trustees Meeting 6.00pm
Friday 16th Sept
Cultural Diversity Celebration Day
Thursday 22nd Sept
Mathsmatters (Taupo)
Thursday 29th Sept
II Music
Friday 30th September Last day of Term 3
2022 School Term Dates:
Term Three:
Monday 25th July to Friday 30th September
Term Four:
Monday 17th October to Wednesday 14th December (TOD 25th Oct)

2023 School Term Dates:
Term One:
Tuesday 31st January to Thursday 6th April
Term Two:
Monday 24th April to Friday 30th June (TOD 24th April for the whole CoL - TBC)
Term Three:
Monday 17th July to Friday 22nd September
Term Four:
Monday 9th October to Friday 15th December

Please visit our school website www.mi.school.nz,
Like us on facebook and
download our free Skool Loop App to keep up-to-date with school activities and events.

