Term 3 Week 9 Newsletter
Kia ora e te whānau. Nau mai haere mai te Wiki Iwa; welcome to Week 9’s newsletter.
It was with deep sadness that we learnt about the passing of Queen Elizabeth II on
Thursday 8th September, who has reigned for over 70 years; the longest serving monarch
of the Commonwealth. She was certainly held in high regard as a very wise and highly
respected Queen. As our Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern said, “Queen Elizabeth II was much
loved and admired”. To commemorate the Queen’s passing, there will be a one-off public
holiday on Monday 26th September; the school will be closed.
As a school we paid tribute to the Queen at our Week 7 assembly.
As the end of the winter term is drawing near and I want to say a BIG thank you to all the coaches/managers who
have supported our sports teams throughout the winter months; we’ve had a very busy season and seen some
amazing achievements. It was great to see us being able to get back to competing at Inter-Intermediate School
events after many cancellations over the past two years.
Of particular significance was our inaugural gold medal won at the
AIMS Games in the 3-3 basketball by our number 1 team; the team
fought with absolute grit, passion and perseverance in the final and
won 15-6 against Napier Intermediate School who were the only team
to have beaten them in round robin play. Congratulations. A big thank
you to the supporters who helped throughout the week and to Mr and
Mrs Vette, for coaching the teams. The second team also played with
real heart throughout the tournament and was placed 13th overall.
Ella-Rose Conder and James Carrington were named the Team Players.
MIS is of course not just all about sport! …. learning is the core foundation of our broad and rich curriculum. I want
to say good luck to our students who will be representing our school at the Rotary Speech dinner on Monday night:
Ella-Rose Conder, Anessa Ginnever and Amy Bryant. As you read this newsletter we also have three teams of
students travelling to Taupo to compete in the Taupo Mathsmatters competition. In addition to this, our students’
artworks are currently on exhibition at the Art Gallery, so if you get a chance to pop in and see their creativity in
action please take the time to do so. In Week 1 of Term 4 we have our Livestock and Craft Day; your child/ren will by
now have been given lots of information about what this entails and I encourage you to support your child to get
involved in this; we have so many talented students and I am always blown away by their efforts.
Finally, I want to thank you for your ongoing support of MIS and wish you
all a happy and safe holiday break; fingers crossed we get some sunny
spring weather to enable us to get outside and enjoy the increased hours
of daylight. Remember, daylight saving starts this Sunday when we move
our clocks forward by one hour from 2.00 a.m.
Ngā mihi
Jenny Clark
Principal
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Rangatiratanga Award (doing the best for yourself):
During Friday Assembly one student per class is acknowledged for demonstrating Rangatiratanga, specifically one of
Key Competency indicators. The focus was involvement in Week 7 and 8 of Term 3.
Congratulations to the following students from Week 7: Malbika Rm 1, Tawhana Rm 2, Max Rm 3, Emily Rm 4, Te
Rukei Rm 5, Nickie Rm 6, Hamish Rm 7, Carter Rm 8, Hinemaia Rm 9, Kanneka Rm 10, Aaliyah Rm 11.
Food: Thomas Bowler, Hard Materials: Kya Pratt, Music: Sophie Baker, Art: Jordan Caddy.
Gold For Glory:
At each assembly students are recognised by the principal for showing initiative, or doing something that
demonstrates our school vision, motto and values. The recipient in Week 7 was Violet Bebbington for using
initiative and displaying internal commitment.
II Kapa Haka Festival:
On Tuesday 13th September,
our 55 strong roopu headed to
Rototuna High School for the
annual Waikato Intermediate
Schools Kapa Haka festival, led
by Tawhana Hohipa, Hawaiiki
Taupo and Te Rukei Karauria.
Our roopu performed to a very
high level and amazed the
audience. Ngā mihi nui ki a
koutou to all the whānau who supported by helping our students dress in their kakahu, providing koha for the
Kai-a-te mata marae visit and by sending kai for shared lunches. A huge thank you to our tutors Ranapia Keepa
Tamehana and Tya Robinson. Please see our school Facebook page for some fabulous photos of the day provided
by Ultimate Sports.
Mr Higgins was super proud of you all. Tēnā rawa atu ki a koutou.
Staffing:
As principal I believe in the importance of growing teachers as leaders but nonetheless it is always hard when we
have to say goodbye to our colleagues as they leave to pursue other opportunities.
Last week we farewelled Mrs Hayley Berendsen who worked with us this year as a learning assistant and canteen
manager. Thank you for your contribution and best wishes in your future endeavours Hayley.
On Monday we welcomed Miss Poihaere Haitana (Poi) to our staff as a learning assistant and canteen manager.
We look forward to getting to know her and working with her as part of our amazing team at MIS.
I need to formally announce that Mr James Higgins will be leaving us at the end of Week 2 in Term 4 to take up a
position with Thames Valley Rugby in a development role to promote rugby. Rugby is one of James’ passions and he
has certainly brought girls’ rugby to life at MIS.

Thank you James for your many and varied contributions to MIS: Te Ao Māori, Kapa Haka, Mahi Tahi, teacher in
charge of whānau engagement, and of course his many sports roles within our school over your 11 years of service.
We wish you all the very best moving forward and know we will see you ‘around the traps’.
Mr Shaun Armstrong will be completing his third year with us after starting as a beginning teacher in 2020. Shaun is
‘flying the nest’ to head overseas and experience life and learning beyond NZ. Shaun has certainly seen education
evolve during his three years here with Covid-19 lockdown occurring in March of 2020; he was thrown into the deep
end but flourished as a young teacher who is conversant with all things digital. Well done Shaun for your resilience
and tenacity. We wish you many fun and exciting adventures offshore next year.
Miss Larissa Schumacher will be heading off shore to Canada next year; she has just been informed that her
application for a working holiday visa has been approved. All the best Larissa and safe travels!
We are currently in the process of recruiting new staff for 2023 as is usual at this time of the year and will keep you
posted of any outcomes.
School Fees:
As a school board, we made a deliberate decision to withhold requesting payment of school fees early this year due
to the difficult times many of you were facing due to the ongoing pandemic. For those of you who feel you can
afford to pay the $40 fee (this covers tech/specialist subjects that have a ‘take home’ component, ie. Art, Hard
Materials) and the $10 hat fee (we provide sun hats in Terms 1/4 and launder these) it would be very much
appreciated.
Our school bank account number is: 06-0369-0928976-00. Please include your child’s name and ‘school fees’ as a
reference.
Thank you for your understanding.
Community Consultation: Wednesday 28th September 5.30 p.m.
It’s that time of the year again where we would love to have your input to help develop our Strategic Planning
for 2023. We are currently compiling an overview of concepts and topics to be taught and would love to hear from
you. In the past we’ve heard from you about the importance of teaching financial literacy, science-related concepts
e.g. sustainability, cybersafety, citizenship, wellbeing, NZ history etc.
There will be an online survey coming out next and we would value your input. In addition to this we are holding a
face-to-face hui next Wednesday 28th September at 5.30 p.m. If you are unable to attend this we will also be
sending out an online consultation so please look out for this. We appreciate your support and input into this body
of work as your voice is important.
Uniform Consultation and Trial:
The Board has agreed to adopt the following uniform items for 2023 following the recent consultation and trial:
-

-

Grey shorts will be replaced with navy blue shorts (available only at Harry’s) and can be worn by
both boys and girls; these are the same as the ones worn at the College. We believe this is a sensible
and cost effective alternative to the greys
Tracksuit pants will be able to be worn in Terms 2 and 3 only . They must be PLAIN black and fabric
(not fleecy which can lose shape and fade)
Socks: black ankle socks or long navy blue socks in 2023
Black tights can continue to be worn with the skirt in winter

Cultural Diversity Celebration Day:
Morrinsville Intermediates Cultural Diversity Festival was held last Friday and it was super cool to see everyone
dressed in the colours of the nations in the world. This was also a time to acknowledge the cultures we have
within our school right now… all 35 of them! Our cultural diversity festival was about all of us getting INVOLVED
in learning about our cultural diversity... and it was fantastic!
As a school we recognise that every culture, every nationality, every single person sees the world in a different
way. Every culture, nationality, and person has different knowledge, perspectives, and points of view. When all of
these different views are shared together, miracles can happen.
NZ has a strong national identity and a sense of belonging. Everybody is able to pass their cultural traditions on to
future generations. It is also great that our Māori culture is valued, practiced and protected, and it was fantastic
that our Celebration of Diversity coincided with Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori! Well done to Akomanga Whitu (Room 7)
for winning the Te Reo Challenge! It was also really great to have representatives of the Dutch Culture who came
and made every child and staff member Dutch Pancakes! They were so yummy! Thanks so much to these lovely
ladies for supporting our school.
We look forward to continuing to celebrate our Cultural Diversity, and hopefully we will have another festival next
year!
Delta and Luci

Maisie Moves: Pilates class
If you are keen to try something new then here is an opportunity to take up
pilates; a free of charge trial class will be held next Wednesday 28th
September from 3.30 - 4.15 pm for any children or adults, to determine
interest moving forward.
If there is enough interest then Maisie will offer regular classes in our school
hall on Monday nights from 5.00 - 6.30 pm. starting in Term 4. For more
information visit: https://www.facebook.com/maisiemove
If you are keen, come along; you will need a yoga/pilates mat.

Camp Fees:
A reminder that all Lakewood Lodge School Camp fees are due to be fully paid by tomorrow. Invoices were
emailed home recently with the amount owing. Our school bank account number is: 06-0369-0928976-00.
Please include your child’s name and ‘camp fees’ as a reference.
School Calendar Events:
Thursday 22nd Sept
Monday 26th Sept
Wednesday 28th Sept
Thursday 29th Sept
Friday 30th September
Monday 17th October
Wednesday 19th Oct
Thursday 20th Oct

Mathsmatters (Taupo)
One-off Public Holiday (Queen Elizabeth II Memorial Day)
Face-to-face hui at 5.30 p.m
II Music
Last day of Term 3
First day of Term 4
Craft Day
Livestock Day

2022 School Term Dates:
Term Three:
Monday 25th July to Friday 30th September
Term Four:
Monday 17th October to Wednesday 14th December
(Teacher Only Day Tuesday 25th Oct - after Labour Day)
2023 School Term Dates:
Term One:
Tuesday 31st January to Thursday 6th April
Term Two:
Monday 24th April to Friday 30th June (TOD 24th April for the whole CoL - TBC)
Term Three:
Monday 17th July to Friday 22nd September
Term Four:
Monday 9th October to Friday 15th December

Please visit our school website www.mi.school.nz
Like us on facebook and
download our free Skool Loop App to keep up-to-date with school activities and events.

