Term 4 Week 1 Newsletter
Kia ora e te whānau. Nau mai haere mai te wiki tahi; welcome to Week 1’s newsletter.
I trust you had a refreshing holiday break and had time to catch up with friends and family while taking time out to
rejuvenate in readiness for the term ahead, and the lead up to the festive season (dare I say Christmas Day is only
nine and a half weeks away).
I would like to advise our school families that Mrs Andrea Devane has been appointed as Principal at St Joseph’s
School in Morrinsville, starting Term One, 2023. Congratulations Andrea we are all very excited for you as you
embark on the next stage in your career. Andrea has been our Deputy Principal for the past five years and we
are grateful for all the mahi she has given us throughout this time. Thank you for your many contributions and
diligence. You are Kia U Ki Te Pai personified!
Thank you to everyone who completed our community consultation; this information is invaluable in helping us to
plan for 2023. The lucky winner of the $100 grocery voucher is: harrisjulie090@gmail.com
Term 4 is an extremely busy but exciting term. We started this week with our annual Livestock and Craft Day; we
certainly have some amazingly talented students in our midst (see photos below). We have camps happening from
Weeks 4-6, Athletics, Social Dancing (we are looking forward to our Y. 8 Social Dance in Week 8) and of course we
have lots of in-class learning planned. Our inquiry topic is: Social Awareness and Action i.e. understanding what it
means to be connected to our place (locally, nationally and globally) while demonstrating their own capabilities as a
‘giver’ as part of our 2022 theme of Humanity. Explicit literacy learning will be woven into the inquiry topic (please
be assured that teachers continue to have a core focus on reading and writing skills and these are taught on a daily
basis). Our Maths focus is ‘Financial Literacy’ which is so important for our students to understand. PE/Health will
include athletics skills and then focus on ‘movement’ through dance. Science will be investigating concepts relating
to ‘Planet Earth and Beyond’ as well as ‘Living World’.
Over the next few weeks there will be some formal assessments in Reading and Mathematics completed by our
learners; these are nothing for our students to be anxious about as they are already familiar with e-asTTle. The
assessments will be used for dual purposes including providing information for Morrinsville College as well as giving
students the opportunity to demonstrate progress and achievement made throughout the year. We will use this
information for self-review and reporting purposes; teachers will be scrutinising the data to inform explicit teaching
priorities for the rest of the term.
I have been drilling into the data generated by Maths Whizz this term and have
identified a need to strengthen subtraction skills. The teachers and I have
discussed this and have agreed that having a blitz on the use of algorithms across
all four operations would be beneficial. It would be helpful if you could perhaps
work with your child at home also. I am aware there are several different
methods to teach/learn how to use algorithms so check in with your child or
their teacher if you need any clarification.
Finally, just a gentle reminder that school will be CLOSED on Tuesday 25th October due to Teacher Only Day, as
informed previously.
Ka nui te mihi; thank you.
Jenny Clark
Principal
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Term 3 ‘Kia U Ki Te Pai Award’:
The Kia U Ki Te Pai Award is a very prestigious award which is presented to one
student at the end of each term who displays initiative, integrity and internal
commitment to both learning and extra-curricular activities. Congratulations to
our Term Three recipient - Georgia Mills!
Georgia sets herself meaningful goals with well thought out action plans and
works hard to achieve them. Georgia displays remarkable self-management skills
and is highly reflective in all aspects of her learning.
What a fabulous role model! Well done Georgia, we are all very proud of you.
Honours Awards:
Congratulations to Camryn Bootten and Georgia Mills who are our latest students
to achieve Honours!
Camryn has strived to achieve Honours since she started at MIS and she has
demonstrated a great deal of resilience and determination. Camryn is a
responsible student who inspires others with her commitment and integrity. She
is a fantastic role model who consistently upholds our school motto and vision.
Camryn has achieved Honours by making the most of the opportunities available
to all our students and has achieved Cultural Excellence, Civics Excellence and
Sports Excellence.
Georgia is a hard worker who is extremely motivated to ‘get on with it’ and ‘make
it happen’ She is an outstanding role model and inspiration to others who is
consistently dedicated to our school motto: Kia U Ke Te Pai, Whatever you do, let
it be your best. Georgia has achieved Honours by balancing her skills and talents
across the range of opportunities available to all our students and has achieved
Cultural Merit, Sports Excellence and triple Academic Merit.
Congratulations Camryn and Georgia, you are both deserving recipients of Honours!
‘Mathsmatters’ Competition Success!
Congratulations to our mathematicians who travelled to Taupo at the end
of last term to compete in the Mathsmatters competition with outstanding
results:
Year 8 team: 1st place!
Year 8 Individual: 2nd place Georgia Mills and 3rd place Alex Hagoort
Year 7 Team 1: 2nd place
Year 7 Individual: 2nd place Lucas Belmar
Well done to everyone who has worked hard on their maths over the past
two terms. Kia pai mai hoki .... awesome!

Rotary Speech Competition:
Anessa Ginever, Ella-Rose Conder and Amy Bryant were the
three students who were placegetters in our School Speech
Finals earlier in the term and they presented their speeches
at the annual Rotary Intermediate Speech Competition on
Monday evening, alongside students from St Joseph's.
All of the students' speeches were polished and presented to
a very high standard.
Our students spoke around the topic of Diversity and
Inclusion. Amy's speech topic was 'Diverse Personalities'
explaining that it takes all sorts of personalities, especially
when it comes to group tasks, and that we should appreciate
our differences. Ella-Rose spoke about Stereotypes in Rugby, explaining that even though things have improved for
women in sport, there is still a long way to go. Anessa's speech was titled 'Autism - not so different after all'.
Anessa's message was very strong. Whether we have autism or not, we have differences from others and we should
appreciate these differences as our uniqueness. The most important message was to treat everyone, autistic or not,
as "people". It was fantastic to see Anessa win the overall title!
Comments from the judges about Anessa's speech were "heart-felt, poised, excellent use of voice, and effective use
of pause. It was the icing on the cake for Anessa, as she was also the winner of this same speech competition in
2021. Great effort Anessa!
Inter-Intermediate Regional Gymsport:
The MIS girls competing all had a brilliant day at II Gymsport in Week 9 of last
term. They were super supportive of both each other as well as the other
gymnasts they were competing against and I am proud of all of them.
Our MIS girls came away with three placings, all in the flyers section:
Lola Sheehan - 1st!
Aliah Fitzi - 5th
Riley Woolford - 6th
Miss Schumacher (teacher in charge)
Inter-Intermediate Music:
On Thursday 29th September, Kylie and Miss
Schumacher took four of our top musicians
(Anessa, Jai, Jayden, and Carlos) to the WIMS
Music Day held at Te Awamutu Intermediate. This
day is all about musicians from Intermediate and
Middle Schools around the Waikato coming
together to extend their skills and have a whole lot
of fun doing it!
The musicians are split into three groups
(symphonic band, choir, and rock band). then given
3-4 songs to learn in just a few hours before
performing to the whole of Te Awamutu
Intermediate! Our students did a fantastic job learning their music so quickly, thoroughly enjoyed getting to make
music alongside other keen musicians, and they also learnt a new thing or two!

Further success for Anessa!
During the break, Anessa competed in the Waikato Bay of Plenty Regional Brass Band Championship where she
competed in the under 16 category. Anessa was placed 3rd in the air and variation (technical piece) and 4th in the
slow melody. This was a huge achievement for her. Anessa was also in the winning ensemble for D grade bands
(up to 12 players). In the band contest, she played in the Hamilton Auxiliary Brass Band in the D Grade in which they
won all aspects of the competition. So a very successful weekend for Anessa. Well done!

Rangatiratanga Award (doing the best for yourself):
During Friday Assembly one student per class is acknowledged for demonstrating Rangatiratanga, specifically one of
Key Competency indicators. The focus was involvement in Week 9 of Term 3.
Congratulations to the following students from Week 9: Evan Rm 1, Travis Rm 2, Peyton Rm 3, Mikayla Rm 4,
Matekino Rm 5, Jade Rm 6, Taisha Rm 7, Archer Rm 8, Ayla Rm 9, Lucia Rm 10, Iro Rm 11.
Food: Zayne R6, Hard Materials: Amara R7, Music: Faith W, Art: Anania R5.
Gold For Glory:
At each assembly students are recognised by the principal for showing initiative, or doing something that
demonstrates our school vision, motto and values. The recipients in Week 9 were Sophie Baker for her bubbly
disposition and internal commitment and Kayden Smith for demonstrating a random act of kindness.
Camp Fees:
A reminder that all remaining Lakewood Lodge School Camp fees are now overdue. Our school bank account
number is: 06-0369-0928976-00. Please include your child’s name and ‘camp fees’ as a reference.
Year 8 Formal Social:
This event will take place in week 8 (Thursday 8th December). This is a chance for our Year 8 students to get dressed
up and celebrate their two years at MIS. We certainly don’t expect this to incur any great expense. It is a social, not
a ball and certainly not the Oscars, however we do understand that some students will be needing a helping hand!
We are currently looking for donations of dresses, dress shirts (collared), long pants, and shoes, to help those
students in need. Even if you are willing to lend items, that would be great too. Just let us know. All items can be
delivered to the office and Miss McCracken will ensure those who need these items have access to them. Thanks so
much in advance for your support!
School Calendar Events:
Thursday 20th Oct
Livestock Day
Monday 24th Oct
Labour Day - Public Holiday
Tuesday 25th Oct
Teacher Only Day - School Closed
Thursday 27th Oct
Morrinsville Group Day
Wednesday 2nd Nov Board Meeting 6.00pm
Thursday 3rd Nov
School Athletics
Thursday 3rd Nov
Inter-Intermediate Speeches
Friday 4th Nov
Athletics Sprint finals

Monday 7th Nov
Photolife photos (sports, cultural & civic)
Tuesday 8th Nov
Inter-Intermediate Softball
8th - 11th November Aranui Team Camp
Tuesday 15th Nov
Inter-Intermediate Lacrosse
15th - 18th November Aotea Team Camp
22nd - 25th November Tainui Team Camp
Tuesday 29th Nov
Inter-Intermediate Athletics
Thursday 1st Dec
Morrinsville College orientation
Friday 2nd Dec
MIS orientation for 2023 students
Monday 5th Dec
Board Meeting 6.00pm
Tuesday 6th Dec
X-Factor Finals 1.30pm
Thursday 8th Dec
Year 8 Formal Social
Thursday 8th Dec
End of Year Reports go home
Friday 9th Dec
MIS ‘Fun Day’
Tuesday 13th Dec
End of Year Prizegiving 11am
Wednesday 14th Dec Last day of school - finish at 12.30pm (buses also run at this earlier time)
2022 School Term Dates:
Term Four:
Monday 17th October to Wednesday 14th December
2023 School Term Dates:
Term One:
Tuesday 31st January to Thursday 6th April
Term Two:
Monday 24th April to Friday 30th June (TOD 24th April for the whole CoL - TBC)
Term Three:
Monday 17th July to Friday 22nd September
Term Four:
Monday 9th October to Friday 15th December
Craft and Livestock Day:
Well done to all students involved in Craft and Livestock Day, this is a huge event on our school calendar and it was
fantastic to see families in school yesterday afternoon and today supporting the students and it was a great
opportunity to show-case their animals, arts and crafts etc. Results will be included in the next newsletter and
additional photos will be shared on our school Facebook page. Thank you to everyone involved, especially our
sponsors, judges and stewards. Your support is very much appreciated.

Please visit our school website www.mi.school.nz Like us on facebook and
download our free Skool Loop App to keep up-to-date with school activities and events.

