Term 4 Week 5 Newsletter
Kia ora e te whānau. Nau mai haere mai te wiki rima; welcome to Week 5’s newsletter.
Firstly, a big congratulations to ‘Livewire’ our school band who had huge success at last week’s Bandslam. Your dedication
and commitment to demonstrating ‘Kia U Ki Te Pai’ was outstanding and reflective of your results (see below). Thank you
to Kylie and Yaw who have been coaching the band. Kia pai mai hoki - awesome!
As you will be aware, our students have been heading off to Lakewood Lodge Camp on our biannual camp. Camps are an
amazing opportunity for our students to experience ‘education outside the classroom’ (EOTC) through participation in a
number of extra-curricular activities. Social and emotional skills are strengthened as students find themselves having to
navigate a range of things both within, and outside of, their comfort zone. There is a lot of collaboration, problem solving
and resilience needed, along with a lot of fun! I have enjoyed hearing about Team Aranui’s adventures during the week;
waterslides, mudrun, campouts, kayaking, horse riding, rock climbing just to name a few!
I want to acknowledge the support from our camp mums and dads who take time off work, out of their busy schedules to
assist on camp; we appreciate, and thank you! I also want to acknowledge our staff who ‘make camp happen’ … a lot of
extra work goes into the planning and organisation of camp and we have amazing staff who willingly give their time,
often away from their own families, in support of school camp. Thank you team, you are all awesome!
Thank you to the ten families who have offered to host a Japanese student in March; we need a further ten families
please. This is a great opportunity to learn to/from students from another country and culture and I know host families
are always very sad to say goodbye to their Japanese students at the end of the two weeks.
In Week 7 once everyone is back from camp I will be holding an international travel meeting for any students who might
be interested in travelling to either Japan (September) or Vanuatu (August) in 2023 (a meeting for interested parents will
be held in early February). Students will need to go through an application process which will be explained to them. First
and foremost, the students who want to travel must be outstanding ambassadors of both MIS and NZ who have a
genuine interest in learning about other cultures and languages, and experience it first-hand. We need to have absolute
trust in the students who travel overseas; they need to demonstrate our motto and values consistently to be considered.
Mrs Robyn Wilson will be taking the group to Vanuatu and I will be accompanying the group to Japan. More information
will be coming home in the next few weeks. If you have any questions about either hosting, or the travel, please don’t
hesitate to make contact with myself or Robyn.
After two years of not being able to have our Year 8 Social, it is great to be able to start organising this for Thursday 8th
December. As part of the New Zealand Curriculum (Physical Education) all students are learning to dance as part of their
PE lessons. In preparation for the Year 8 Social, we’ve explained to our students that the social is about ‘celebrating’ their
two years at MIS; we encourage ALL Year 8s to attend, but have made it really clear we don’t want, or expect, a lot of
expense attached to this. Buying new clothes, or hiring/organising fancy hair/make-up/suits is not the expectation.
Students are not encouraged to partner up either as some perceive to be the expectation, but simply come along as part
of our Year 8 cohort. As you will appreciate, we want everyone to feel included.
We look forward to everyone coming along and feeling comfortable in tidy attire, without pressure being put on families
to ‘go over the top’. To assist students with clothing, Miss McCracken has organised for any suitable clothing that is no
longer needed by you to be brought to school for students to borrow, or swap, for the night; it may be that you have
some items of clothing that could be utilised by some of our students; your donations would be greatly appreciated.
Thank you for your cooperation; if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact us.
It is scary to say that the end of term is looming fast and there is a lot of learning still to do before the 14th December.
Thank you for ensuring your child attends school daily;every day counts (see attendance and engagement stats below).
Ka nui te mihi; thank you.
Jenny Clark
Principal
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Honours Students:
Congratulations to Delta Downing and Malbika Bhandari who were presented with their Honours Awards on Friday
4th November. Both these girls are excellent role models and have worked extremely hard to achieve the points
required to apply for Honours; we are very proud of their achievements.
Delta has achieved Double Honours by gaining her Academic Excellence, Sports Excellence, and Civics Merit in
addition to Academic Excellence, Civics Excellence and Cultural Merit which she achieved in Term 2. This is an
amazing achievement and her internal commitment has definitely paid off. Delta has been working hard in the
community to earn discretionary civics points to enable this to happen. Well done for using your initiative!
Malbika has achieved Honours by gaining her Cultural Excellence, Civics Excellence and Academic Merit; she has set
this as a goal from Term 1 2021 as a Year 7 student and has been monitoring her action plan and progress regularly
to ensure she could ‘make it happen’.
Well done girls, we are very proud of you both for your grit, passion and perseverance as ‘empowered learners’.

Rangatiratanga Award (doing the best for yourself):
During Friday Assembly one student per class is acknowledged for demonstrating Rangatiratanga, specifically one of
Key Competency indicators.
The focus was responsibility in Week 3 of Term 4.
Congratulations to the following students from Week 3: Malbika Rm 1, Jacob Rm 2, Neep Rm 3, Jack Rm 4, Amber
Rm 5, Katelyn Rm 6, Hamish Rm 7, Blake Rm 8, Lucas Rm 9, Regan Rm 10, Alex Rm 11.
Art: Art Petelo Rm 4, Wood: Jade Rm 6, Food: Alyana Rm 9, Music: Faith Rm 3
We didn’t have an assembly in Week 4.

Bandslam:
Bandslam Success! Well done to our incredible band
LIVEWIRE who performed brilliantly last week at the
Waikato Intermediate Schools event! Congrats to all
band members - we’re super proud of you all!
Thanks to Kylie and Yaw for the enormous efforts
you’ve put into fine tuning this talented group. Your
work is very much appreciated!
Official results were:
2nd place best original song
1st place best male vocalist (Jayden)
1st place best bass guitarist (Jai)
3rd place best other instrument (Moby on
Congas)
Inter-Intermediate Softball:
The I.I. Boys softball team had a great day and were
placed 3rd overall in the tournament. The day started
off strong with a convincing win against Matamata 5-2.
Our second game was against Te Awamutu, and we
stole a victory 1-0. For our third game against
Peachgrove, we lost 3-4 but it was a closely fought
game.
We made it to the semi-finals, where we played the
first-placed team in the other pool which was Fairfield.
The game was super tight, however, we went down
2-3. We played off for third and fourth place against
Berkley Normal Middle School and finished strongly by
winning 1-0. Overall it was a cool day; we have been training really hard and all of us have learnt so much more
about softball. Thanks to the parents who provided transport and supported us throughout the day.
Written by Charlie and Tate
On Tuesday 8th November the I.I. Girls softball team participated in the Softball competition at Resthill Park,
Glenview Hamilton. Our first game against Maeroa was a tough one, sadly we lost 5-1 to them. Our Second game
was against Fairfield which we drew 2-2. Our third game was against Te Awamutu which we won by a couple of
runs. Our 4th game was another tough one, closely losing to Tokoroa. We then played Matamata winning 11 - 5. Our
final game was against Berkley where we finished on a high, by winning!
Overall we had a great time. During the day we had to be resilient by not giving up even if we weren't getting the
outcome we wanted. I would like to say a big thank you to Ms B and Mr Day for spending their lunch times teaching
us the game and making our day a great experience.
Written by Camryn
Camp at MIS:
For various reasons, sometimes students
are unable to attend camp. Last Thursday,
and today, a small group of students had
fun learning how to pitch tents, toast
marshmallows, make smores, and have a
go at archery.
They had a lot of fun under the watchful
eye of Miss McCracken and Mrs Hughes
(with Aranui students), and Mrs Totton
with Aotea students.

Attendance and Engagement:
As you will be aware, New Zealand schools have been experiencing declining attendance rates since 2015. This has
further been exacerbated by the pandemic and seasonal ailments. The statistics for the Waikato show that currently
37.5% of all students are attending school regularly i.e. 90+% of the time. At MIS the Term 3 data shows:
- 42% of all students attending regularly followed
- 39% of all students attending irregularly which is classified as between 80% - 90% of the time
- 11% of all students are attending 70% - 80% of the time which is described as moderate attendance
- 9% of all students are attending 0% - 70% of the time which is described as chronic absenteeism
While we are aware there are times that necessitate your child being absent from school, we are also seeing trends
that enable absence from school including: sleeping in, birthdays, family holidays/extended weekends, not wanting
to go to school (tiredness on many occasions).
As a school, we are committed to supporting every child to attend school every day. If you have any concerns, or
need help in any way, please do not hesitate to reach out to us. He waka eke noa …. we are all in this together.
School Calendar Events:
22nd - 25th November Tainui Team Camp
Tuesday 29th Nov
Inter-Intermediate Athletics
Thursday 1st Dec
Morrinsville College Orientation Day
Friday 2nd Dec
MIS Orientation Day for 2023 students
Monday 5th Dec
Board Meeting 6.30pm
Tuesday 6th Dec
X-Factor Finals 1.30pm
Thursday 8th Dec
Year 8 Formal Social
Thursday 8th Dec
End of Year Reports go home
Friday 9th Dec
MIS ‘Fun Day’
Tuesday 13th Dec
End of Year Prizegiving 11am
Wednesday 14th Dec Last day of school - finish at 12.30pm (buses also run at this earlier time)
2023 School Term Dates:
Term One:
Tuesday 31st January to Thursday 6th April
Term Two:
Monday 24th April to Friday 30th June (TOD 24th April for the whole CoL - TBC)
Term Three:
Monday 17th July to Friday 22nd September
Term Four:
Monday 9th October to Friday 15th December

Please visit our school website www.mi.school.nz Like us on facebook and
download our free Skool Loop App to keep up-to-date with school activities and events.
Camp photos below from this week with students from Team Aotea (see our Facebook page for more photos)

