


Term 1 Week 3 Newsletter 2023

Kia ora e te whānau and welcome to Week 3.

A warm welcome to all new enrolments who have joined us over the past three weeks; we

look forward to making positive connections with you and your whānau and I am confident

you will make many new friends and enjoy your learning at Morrinsville Intermediate

School.

At the beginning of 2023 I was hopeful of a ‘normal’ year; unfortunately the arrival of Cyclone Gabrielle brought its

challenges. First and foremost, I hope everyone is safe and well and that you/your property has not suffered too

much damage. Our thoughts and best wishes go out to those that have been adversely affected.

As principal, making the decision (along with the Board of Trustees and fellow principals) to close the school is not

an easy one. The decision to close our school on Tuesday lies ultimately with your child’s health and safety at the

forefront! We were hopeful that the storm would pass on Monday night bringing a relatively calm Tuesday.

However the power outages and loss of essential services made it impossible to operate our school safely. The

road conditions were treacherous with branches, trees and various debris strewn across the roads making driving

unsafe for both buses and staff who travel to Morrinsville. Thank you for your continued support as we navigate

health and safety matters.

On a positive note, it was awesome to see many of you joining us at our Whānau Picnic and Information Evening

last week; reconnecting with some of you and making new connections with others was great. It was lovely to see

families eating together and taking the opportunity to attend the various meetings held; a high level of interest

was evident at the international travel meeting (Vanuatu and Japan), as well as music and MI Mates (see further

details and photos below). It is widely recognised that establishing positive relationships with you and your

tamariki will help to ensure your child enjoys being at school, and they are committed to their learning.

By now you will have had the opportunity to meet your child/ren’s teacher and receive a class newsletter;

developing a learning partnership with you underpins success for your child. All classroom teachers are passionate

about having regular communication with you (at least fortnightly through either Class Dojo or emails) with

emphasis on imparting the current learning foci, and how you can help at home. Some classrooms have also

established home learning books/panui books. Taking a more rigorous approach to enhancing home/school

partnerships is part of our strategic plan to improve outcomes for learners.

This year we have been asked by the Ministry of Education to set targets in relation to improving student

attendance and engagement. This includes an inquiry into the

rate of individual student attendance. The table below shows

a decline in daily attendance rates over the past six years. Of

course we are all aware that 2020 - 2023 were fraught with

pandemic related lockdowns and absences; 2022 also saw

increased winter ailments necessitating keeping children at

home. However, we need to understand that poor

attendance impacts in many ways including:

- lack of continuity in learning

- reduced academic achievement

- disconnected relationships with peers/ teachers

- low self-esteem



Nationally, there has been an apparent decline in the value of education, evident in reduced attendance rates.

It is therefore important that we work with you and support you in any way we can to improve your child’s

attendance and ask that as parents, you do your utmost to ensure your child attends school regularly i.e. at least

90% of the time. That is our target for every child. Obviously events like Cyclone Gabrielle impacts on attendance

but because it was ‘beyond our control’ any storm related absences were considered justified.

I am asking you to please support your child to attend school unless they are ill, for bereavements or for reasons

beyond your control. Please refrain from taking extended weekends or having days off to tend to matters which

can be done after school, or during the weekend. If you have any concerns in relation to getting your child to

school regularly, please don’t hesitate to contact either your child’s teacher, or myself.

We are here to help!

We have made a great start to strengthening attendance so far with our daily

attendance rate at 93.9%.

Well done to the following classes for fantastic attendance for the first two weeks:

1. R. 11 - 99%

2. R. 8 - 98%

3. R. 10 - 97%

In the Week 5 newsletter I will share some learning data and targets; our Ministry

targets continue to focus on building literacy skills.

Tomorrow we celebrate our first Honours students who achieved the required points in the last week of Term 4 2022.

We will celebrate their success at assembly starting at 9.10am. We are also in the process of selecting our Student

Executives with the school finals following assembly.  Parents/caregivers are welcome.

Kia pai te wiki - have a great week.

Nga mihi

Jenny Clark (Principal)
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Charitable Grants Received
Road Patrol
SchoolDocs Policy Reviews
Upcoming school events
2023 Term dates

Welcome to our 2023 Mandarin Learning Assistant (MLA) Miss Zhijing Guo:

Nihao Miss Guo. We were very excited to meet our new MLA who joined us last Tuesday. Miss Guo

has travelled to us from China as part of an initiative with the Confucius Institute to support

improving global connections and helping to grow an understanding of Chinese language and

culture. She will be based at MIS for three days per week until mid December and will also be

working at St Joseph's School for two days per week.

As part of the New Zealand Curriculum students in Year 7 and above are required to learn a second

language (over and above English and Te Reo Māori). All classes will participate in lessons with

Miss Guo (ten weeks) which will include learning about both the Mandarin language and Chinese culture. Miss Guo will

also offer enrichment classes on Fridays.



At MIS we work really hard to ensure our students have empathy and understanding for all cultures and appreciate

cultural diversity.   We wish Miss Guo all the very best and look forward to learning about her culture.

Whānau Picnic and Information Evening:

A huge thank you to the families who were able to join us at the Family Picnic Evening last Wednesday. What an

awesome evening; families bringing picnics, fish n chips, pizzas or enjoying the sausage sizzle or Whaea Trish's baking!

It was great to see everyone out and about connecting and reconnecting with each other. Lots of visitors to classrooms,

and attending our international travel meetings plus a hall full of those interested in music tuition, and some new faces

at our MI Mates fundraising committee meeting.  Thanks so much to everyone involved for your support.

Photos below.

Earthquake Drill Friday 3rd February:

Health and Safety is always of paramount

importance at MIS. No doubt you will all be

aware of the recent seismic activity in our area,

with the most recent earthquake centred near

Te Aroha on Thursday 2nd February. You will

also be aware of the earthquake that shook the

lower North Island yesterday evening! We

need to be prepared!

It was therefore both timely and relevant that we conducted our first emergency evacuation drill in Week 1.

We practised ‘drop, cover, and hold’ followed by an evacuation onto the school cricket fields as per our Emergency

Procedures. Well done to everyone for following instructions so sensibly; we will be conducting further drills each term

to ensure we are well prepared if or when required.

Health and Safety:

The Health and Safety at Work Act (2015) is in place to ensure due diligence is given to all workplaces (including

schools). We have a strong culture of health and safety which is in place to help prevent accidents or injuries. The Act

does not exclude normal everyday play; what it does do is create an environment that is mindful of reducing risk and

harm.   At MIS we do ask that:

1. Students climbing approved trees wear PE gear for ease of movement, stick close to the trunk and don’t

climb higher than two branches (currently off limits until safety checks have been completed following

Cyclone Gabrielle)



2. Students cycling to school must wear helmets

3. Students playing on the trampoline remove footwear, only jump alongside one other person, refrain

from climbing onto the frames and leaping from them

4. Students walking to/from school use the Top Gate, and the marked crossing

5. Parents picking children up use the Top Gate; avoid parking on the yellow lines, or coming into the

driveway

6. Anyone using our school grounds after hours show respect to ‘our place’ (NO: glass bottles, alcohol, loud

music, smoking/vaping, or dogs  please)

Charitable Grants Received:

We would like to say a huge thank you to The Lion Foundation and Grassroots Trust Limited for recent grant income

received.

We have been granted $80,000 + GST from The Lion Foundation to upgrade our hall sound system and resurface areas

outside some classrooms with multi-purpose turf.  Watch this space for updates!

We have also received $2,345.00 + GST from Grassroots Trust Limited for an Automated External Defibrillator (AED)

which we believe is an important piece of emergency equipment to have onsite. Our school is extremely grateful for

the support of our local Charitable Trusts who provide funding opportunities for a wide range of purposes within our

community.

Road Patrol:

Well done to our Road Patrol students who recently took part in the

start of year training with our local police. Students patrol the ‘Top

Gate’ Crossing on Elizabeth Avenue each morning and after school on

a roster, overseen by Mr O’Sullivan. Students receive Civic points as

part of our school Merit system for this duty.

Student safety is important to us; please ensure your children use the

designated safety crossing if they are walking to and from school.

Our students received new Road Patrol uniforms in Term 4 last year

and the raincoats have certainly been very handy this term!

Policy Review:

Policy Review is an important component of our school organisation, and consultation process. We are a SchoolDocs

school which means we work with SchoolDocs to provide us with a comprehensive set of policies which have been well

researched and follow the Ministry of Education National Administration Guidelines. The policies and procedures are

tailored to our school, and the school supplies specific information such as our charter, and procedures for behaviour

management, reporting to parents, etc. Please visit our site at: http://mi.schooldocs.co.nz/

Username: mi

Password: mis

Regular review takes place and I alert the community to the review when scheduled. Not all policies are required to be

reviewed by the community. The Term One policies that can be reviewed by the community are: Student Attendance,

Enrolment, and Uniform / Dress Code.

Upcoming Events:

17th Feb Immunisation forms due back to the office (even for those not consenting)

17th Feb Assembly: Honours awards and Student Executive speeches (9.10 a.m. start)

20th Feb Beach Education R. 10/11 (currently consulting with Waihi to determine if we can proceed)

22nd Feb Board of Trustees meeting 6.30 p.m.

27th Feb Y. 7/8 Vision Testing

http://mi.schooldocs.co.nz/


28th Feb Beach Education R. 8/9

28th Feb II Boys’ Cricket

1st March Beach Education Team Topehahae

3rd March School Swimming Sports

7th March II Volleyball

9th March Shibuya Makuhari Junior High School arrives (approx. 1.00 p.m.)

10th March Pōwhiri 9.30 a.m. (welcome our Japanese students)

13th March II Swimming

20th March Sayonara Party (farewell Japanese students) 3.30 p.m.

21st March Shibuya Makuhari Junior HIgh School students depart (8.30 a.m Top Gate)

22nd March EPRO 8 5.00 p.m.

28th March II Drama

28th March Class and individual photos

29th March Student Learning Conversations (SLCs) 1.00 p.m. - 7.00 p.m.

30th March Student Learning Conversations (SLCs) 3.30 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.

5th April Board of Trustees meeting 6.30 p.m.

6th April End Term 1 (Thursday)

24th April Term 2 starts - Teacher Only Day (Monday)

25th April ANZAC Day (Tuesday)

26th April All students return for Term 2 (Wednesday)

School Term Dates:

Term One: Tuesday 31st January to Thursday 6th April

Term Two: Monday 24th April to Friday 30th June (TOD 24th April)

Term Three: Monday 17th July to Friday 22nd September

Term Four: Monday 9th October to Friday 15th December

School Bell Times:

Block One 8.50am to 10.40am

Block Two 11.00am to 12.30pm

Block Three 1.30pm to 3.00pm

Please visit our school website www.mi.school.nz Like us on facebook and
download our free Skool Loop App to keep up-to-date with school activities and events.

http://www.mi.school.nz

